
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Thursday, 27 May, 1982 

Time - 8:00 p.m. 

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 

SUPPLY - FLOOD AND 
EMERGENCY EXPENDITURES 

M R .  CHAIRMAN, H. Harapiak: The Com m ittee wi l l  
come to order. We're o n  1 .  F lood Control and Emer
gency Expenditures. M r. M in ister. 

HON. A. MACKLING: M r. Chairman,  as th is  l i ne 
i m pl ies, the explanation is it "Provides for expendi
tures related to floodi n g  and other  natural d isasters. 
I nc ludes m u n i ci pal f lood g rants, departmental flood 
expend itures, M a nitoba F lood Disaster Assistance 
Board and other related expend itures." 

I 'm advised that the item here makes provision for 
the fol lowing.  M ost of the money that's i nvolved in th is 
for f lood perta ins to the 1979 f lood and its aftermath. 

$500,000 is  com mitted for payout of a recent legal 
sett lement and I don't have details of that, M r. C ha i r
man,  b u t  it's a matter of pay ing  out com pensation for 
flood ing.  

$100,000 is  expected to meet an  appeal on  c la ims by 
Winn ipeg. 

$35,000 wil l  be spent by the Department of Natu ral 
Resources on  m i n o r  outstand ing  bridge repairs, again 
occasioned by f lood i n g  and $100,000 wil l  meet m is
cel laneous appeals generally t h roug h  Government  
Services, through that Department. 

The balande of the fund ing is there to deal with as 
the l ine  i m pl ies "emergency expenditures." An exam
ple of that is  the recent settlement in con nection  with 
loss of bees result ing from spray ing  operations that 
were carried on  and that generally typifies this item. 

You wil l  note that i t  makes reference to the F lood 
Disaster Assistance Board, it's the same board that 
has been in existence, I th ink ,  for a n u m ber  of years. 
I t's chaired by Elswood Bole and the vice-chairman is 
Syd Rei mer. The board has been very effective and 
considered very reasonable.  I t h i n k  the same c hair
man has been there d u ri n g  the l ifet ime of several 
admin istrations and I expect t hat w i l l  contin ue to be 
the case. 

Those are all the remarks I have, M r. Chairman.  This 
item real ly is, as the l ine i n dicates, for emergency 
expend itures, pr imari ly used in respect to floods. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Lakeside. 

MR. H.  ENNS: Well, M r. Chairman,  I don't t h i n k  that 
we have any reason to prolong this to any length.  The 
i tem of in terest, of course, is the substantitive one,  the 
half- m i l l io n  dol lars for sett lement of some outstand
ing legal claim. The M i n ister has i n dicated that he 
hasn't got the detai ls  about that .  Perhaps he  could at 
least outl i ne i n  general  terms what that part icu lar 
c la im is. 

The other o n ly noticeable item that I take some 
except ion to bei n g  i nc luded i n  t h is amount is  that I 
don't t h i n k  that u nder t h is item we should necessarily 
be the patsy for a decision made by the Department of 

Health; namely, that for its good reasons i nstituted the 
Baygon sprayin g  and subsequ e ntly did some damage 
to the beekeepers in Man itoba and out of this Flood 
Contro l  and Emergency Expend itures - I suppose 
maybe it's the secon d  term "Emergency Expend i 
tures" that comes u nder, so I on ly raise i t  o n  that point. 

The only other is ,  th is  does not inc lude,  as some of 
us  perhaps were u nder the i m p ress ion ,  some of the  
flood protection works i n  the Val ley ,  d ikes, Red R iver 
Val ley town. T h is is  cleanup  of the past flood pr imar
i ly. Can the M i n i ster g ive us  any further ind ication  of 
that one major item that he  i n dicated was the s ubstan
tive item in this vote, the half-a- m i l l ion  dol lars. 

H O N .  A. MACKLING: No, M r. Chairman,  I apologize 
for my lack of detail on that. I was under  the i mpres
s ion that all of this i nformation would be avai lable 
t h rough  my department. I t  wasn't the case. M ost of 
this fund ing  is  paid d i rectly out of F inance. I t h i n k  the 
Flood Disaster Assistance Board makes a f ind ing and 
then the money is  req uisit ioned. I t h i n k  it primari ly 
works u nder Government Services, but  the funds are 
appropriated out of F inance, so I d i dn't have the 
in formation. 

What I 'l l  u ndertake to do is, I 've taken note of i t  and 
tomorrow in the H ouse, in answer to a q uest ion,  I 
could vol u nteer the in formation then. 

MR. H .  ENNS: M r. Chairman, the M i n ister has antici
pated my act ion .  I f  the M i n ister agrees to accept as 
notice my question ing  of that amount aiad to have the 
deta i l  to us  i n  an answer form, then I have n o  further 
questions on th is  item. I defer to my col league. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Emerson.  

M R .  A. D RIEDGER: Thank you,  Mr.  Chairman,  I just 
have a few q uestions. Dur ing  the t ime when the Flood 
Protect ion Program was in place, cost shared with the 
Federal Government at that t ime,  and dead l i nes were 
set and p rob lems arose because of the dead l i n es.  
Many people had not completed the work.  I th ink we 
d iscussed this to some degree u nder the M in ister's 
Est imates. I t h i n k  somewhere along the l i ne,  if I 'm 
correct, I t h i n k  we left a lmost $ 1  m i l l i o n  o n  the  table 
that was not expended i n  terms of that program. Many 
appl ications were replaced, but  had not been u nder
take the work because of weather condit ions,  No. 1, 
and lack of contractors that were prepared to d o  that 
work at that t ime. 

I t h i n k  appl ication was made by the previous adm i n 
istration f o r  an extension o f  that t i m e  element and I 'm 
s u re th is  M i n ister would feel the same way that if at a l l  
poss ib le  t here shou ld  have been an extens ion of that 
t ime. 
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I 'm just wonderi ng  whether any of these people that 
d i d  n ot manage to get u n der  the wi re for various rea
sons, whether there's sti l l  a poss ib i l ity or probabi l ity 
that this M i nister can maybe get in touch with the 
federal people and see whether there's a chance of 
maybe hav ing some of these people get their  Flood 
Protection Program in place, in terms of d i k i n g  around  
the i r  properties, etc. Many people took advantage of  
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it, but  there was a lot of appl ications that somehow d i d  
n o t  get t h e i r  work completed. There were a l o t  i n  m y  
area specifically and th is  is  w h y  I raised the q uestion .  I 
sti l l  get confronted with it to th is  day and I 'm s u re the 
M i n ister does to some degree. I 'm wonder ing i f  there's 
any way that maybe there's a poss ib i l ity of extend i n g  
th is  program somewhere a l o n g  the l i n e  f o r  a period of 
t ime dur ing  the s u mmer months  - it woul d n 't be any 
good in wintert ime - so that some of these people 
could take advantage of this program. 

HON. A. MACKLING: Well ,  M r. Chairman, I haven't 
had people approach me on it, but  certain ly I 'l l  look 
i nto that and see whether  it's possible.  I m i g ht say that 
o u r  experience with the Federal Government of recent 
years doesn't make me too opt imistic, but i f  you don't 
try you can't succeed. I don't know what the volu mes 
are. I t  may have j ust m issed gett ing i n  under the wire. 
I 'l l  look at that and certain ly I wou l d  sympathize with 
tryin g  to provide some assistance for those people, 
because it woul d  make good sense to do so. That's all I 
can say. I 'l l  l ook  i nto it .  I can i n dicate to the member 
what the results of my enqu i ries are. 

M R .  A. DRIEDGER: Thank you, M r. Chairman.  To the 
M i n ister, I wou l d  appreciate it i f  the M i n ister could 
maybe g ive me an  u pdate on  some of the i nformat ion.  
I am s u re that the com mittee u nder Elswood Boles 
probably has this in formation as to how many applica
t ions or how many requests t hey had after the dead
l i n e  passed. The fact that, u nfortunately, money was 
left on the table that was not expended is, I should say, 
u nusual  that th is  happened. Condit ions at that t ime, 
when the deadl i n e  was set, sort  of d ictated it .  As I 
ind icated, weather  condit ions and lack of contractors 
-( In terjection)- Wel l ,  i f  the M in ister wants to change 
chairs with the previous M i n ister, I 'l l  g o  after him i n  the 
same way. 

The other q uestion  I have is, the M in ister has 
referred to a $500,000 l i bel suit that is  bein g  antici
pated may be a court case? 

H O N .  A. MACKLING: Yes, not l i bel .  L i bel is  an act ion 
in  law, say ing  someth ing  i ndecent about  someone 
else, so you mean it's a $500,000 claim. Apparently 
there's been a recent legal settlement and I haven 't got 
the detai ls on  it, but I wil l  get them. 

MR. A. D RIEDG E R :  I u nderstand that th is  probably is  
one claim that is  being dealt with .  Could the M i nister, 
possib ly at the same t ime, find out whether there are 
any other clai ms that are outstand ing  that have not 
been dealt with u nder this program? I t  seems odd that 
we have one major  one for $500,000, and I know of 
i nd iv iduals who are not happy with some of the t h i n gs 
that have happened, whether there are any others that 
are u nderstanding at this t ime? 

HON. A. MACKLING: My note i n dicates that one 
large one, the $500,000 one; $ 1 00,000, an appeal o n  a 
clai m by W i n nipeg; and then there's $ 1 00,000 cover
i n g  m iscel lenous appeals and there may be a n u m ber 
of appeals, obviously, i nvolved i n  that, which are 
being  handled through Government  Services. 

MR. A. DRIEDGER: The question that I have then is, if 

the M i n ister is check ing  th is  out, the maj o r  one is  with 
the C ity of W i nn ipeg, is  that my understanding? 

HON. A.  MACKLING: No, the $500,000 one, I don't 
have the detai l  o n  the $500,000 one and I 'l l  g ive you 
the detai l .  

M R .  A. DRIEDGER: The $ 1 00,000 m iscel laneous 
claims, I wonder i f  i t  wou l d  be possib le, as c lose as 
possible, i f  the M i n ister could provide that in formation 
as wel l  as to the claims that are outstanding o n  that 
one? 

HON. A. MACKLING: Yes I wi l l ,  M r. Chairman.  

M R .  CHAIRMAN: I .  Flood Control  and Emergen cy 
Expenditures-pass. 

Resolut ion No. 1 28 - Be it Resolved that it be 
g ranted to Her Majesty a s u m  not exeedi n g  $ 1  m i l l i o n  
f o r  F lood Control and Emergency Expenditures for 
the fiscal year e n d i n g  the 31 st day of March,  
1 983-pass. 

That concludes the Est i mates on F lood Control and 
Emergency Expenditures. 

Committee rise. 

SUPPLY - LEGISLATION 

M R .  CHAIRMAN, J. Storie: This committee wi l l  come 
to order. I d i rect the members' attention to Page 3. 
We're here to consider the Legislation Est imates, Item 
No . .  I ndemnities, Page No. 3, 1 . (a) M e m bers. 

The Honourable Member for Virden. 

M R .  H.  GRAHAM: I t 's customary when any depart
ment's Est imates are put before the House that the 
M i n ister make an  open ing  statement. Would the M in
ister be prepared to make a statement? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M i n ister. 

HON. B.  U RUSKI: M r. C hairman, my statement wi l l  
be very b rief, to the  Honourable Member  f o r  V irden .  
A s  one m e m ber  o f  t h e  Board o f  t h e  I nternal Economy 
in presentin g  these Est imates to the House, I bel ieve 
that most m e m bers are aware, that i f  they have any 
specific q uest ions with respect to the item s hown and 
in  any other areas deal i n g  with members' services, 
i ndemnities and questions dea l ing  with ret i rement 
and al lowances, I wi l l  attempt to get the i nformation 
for the honourable m e m bers and we'l l  try and supply 
the information to them as best as I can for the h o n
o u rable members. This  being a new role for myself as 
one member  of the Board of I nternal Economy, I wi l l  
attem pt to answer and serve the m e m bers of the 
Assem bly as best I can on  behalf  of H i s  Honour, our 
Speaker. 
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M R .  CHAIRMAN: l . (a) Mem bers; 1 . ( b) Speaker's and 
Deputy Speaker's and Deputy Chairman's addit ional 
I ndemnity-pass. 

The M e m ber for Arthu r. 

M R .  J. DOWNEY: J ust for clarificat ion,  you 're on 3. 
on page 3, is that correct? 
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M R .  CHAIRMAN: We're on Item No.  1 . ( b). Speaker's, 
Deputy Speaker's, and Deputy C hairman's Addit ional 
I ndem n ity .  

M R .  J. DOWNEY: O kay, I ' m  sorry, M r. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 1 . ( b)-pass; 1 . (c) Opposition H ouse 
Leader. Party Whips-pass; 1 .-pass; 2. Retirement 
A l lowances I ncl u d i n g  Refunds of Contr ibut ions 
(Statutory)-pass; 3 .  Members Al lowances (Statutory) 
3. (a) Constituency Al lowance-pass; 3. (b)  L iv ing 
Al lowance-pass: 3. (c) Com m ittee Al lowance-pass: 
3. (d)  M i leage Al lowance. 

The Honourable Member for V i rden.  

M R .  H .  G RAHAM: On the M i leage Al lowance, could 
we have the f igure? I bel i eve from t ime to t ime the 
amount paid for m i leage is  upgraded and I t h i n k  we 
get the same rate as the Civ i l  Service. Could the M i n is
ter indicate to us what that rate is? 

HON. B .  U RUSKI: Yes, thank you , M r. Chairman.  I n  
terms o f  the southern port ion of the province, south of 
53, the rate is  20.3 cents per k i lometre up to 9 ,000 
k i lometres per year; between 9,000 and 1 8,000 k i lome
tres. the rate goes to 1 5 .6 cents a k i lometre; over 
1 8,000 k i l ometres, it's 1 4.4.  That's south of 53. N orth ,  
it's s l ight ly i ncreased f o r  those mem bers north  o f  53 -
22.9, 1 7.8 and 1 7. 3  on the respective mi leages. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for N iakwa. 

MR. A. KOVNATS: M r. C hairman. on  Item (d) M i leage 
Al lowance, who q ual if ies for m i leage al lowance? 

HON. B.  U R USKI: Yes, I bel ieve the legislat ion is 
q u ite c lear in terms of members whose constituency 
boundaries are outside the C ity of W i n n i peg. They 
wou l d  qua l ify for m i leage from their  residence to the 
Legislative Assembly on  the basis of that d istance. 

MR. A. KOVNATS: Mr. Chairman.  I wou l d  like the 
Honourable M i n ister to advise whether he  t h i n ks that 
it's a fair system i n  a l locat ing m i leage al lowance to a 
constituency that woul d  be j ust bordering  the C ity of 
Winn ipeg and outside of the C ity of W i nn ipeg, whe
reas there are mem bers in the City of W i n n i peg who 
have probably a larger area to cover and maybe even 
farther to come to the Legis lat u re then a const ituency 
that's j ust adjo in ing  the C ity of W i n nipeg. Would any 
consideration be given to somebody whose residence, 
whose normal residence or  even n ot normal residence 
- is  outside of the C ity of W i n n ipeg.  Would any con
siderat ion be g iven to that type of a member? 

HON. B.  URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, I should mention to 
the honourable member that there is  a l i m it in terms of 
the n u m ber  of tr ips per a n n u m  and t hat is 26 tr ips that 
the m i leage is covered. The legislat ion.  as I u nder
stand it, is q u ite clear and it's statutorily provided if 
there wi l l  be any changes. I am s u re most c hanges to 
The Legis lative Assem b ly Act have come about in the 
main through consultation and d iscussion between 
the parties with i n  the H ouse, and negotiat ion.  If there 
wi l l  be any changes or any deviation from the present 
statute, that woul d  have to be presented in terms of 

amendments to the Act. 
I n  terms that the m e m ber  speaks of, where consti

tuency boundaries are border ing W i n n i peg, they have 
to be outside the city l i mits and the residence of the 
member  woul d  have to be outside W i n nipeg as wel l ,  in  
terms of where a member normal ly resides to q ual ify 
for that m i leage. Whi le  I can appreciate members 
wit h i n  the u rban area having  expenses in terms of the 
com i ng to and forth from the Assem bly, I presu me. i n  
terms o f  t h e  h istory o f  t h e  legislat ion ,  that rural 
mem bers who have had to l ive away from h o me.  com
ing i nto the city to either do business and/or l ive i n  
dur ing the Session wou l d  qual ify for th is a l lowance. 

M R .  A. KOVNATS: I woul d  j ust l i ke it to come to the 
H on ou rable M i n ister's attent ion that there could be a 
rural member who wou l d  i n  al l  probabi l ity have farther 
to come than an  u rban m e mber, but I wou l d  t h i n k  that 
it wou ld  be a matter of maybe j ust two of t h ree mi les 
m ight  be the d i fference. For instance, and I am n ot 
looking to make any changes at th is  t ime,  but  I wou l d  
l i ke t o  make t h e  Honourable M i n i ster aware o f  it ,  the 
member who represents Springfield,  who l ives i n  
Spri ngfield,  m i g ht on ly have a n  extra five m iles to 
dr ive more so than the M e m ber for Transcona and 
receive his al lowance. You know, I'm not here to beat 
the drum forthe Member  for Transcona by any means, 
at least not the sitt ing  member  that's there right now. I 
t h i n k  that there are some i nequal ities here and I t h i n k  
that it s h o u l d  be looked at. 

H O N .  B.  URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, f i rst of a l l ,  I t h i n k  it is 
q u ite clear that members of the Executive Counci l  are 
not e l ig i b le for th  is  al lowance, but the member g ives a 
"for instance," and I g uess no matter where you set the 
boundary at  any point  i n  t ime, that decis ion becomes 
arbitrary in terms of where you make the ru les i n it ial ly.  
Wh i le I appreciate an argument can be made by the 
honourable member saying ,  wel l ,  i t 's  not q u ite the 
same,  one can also look at  other areas - not only i n  
Members' Al lowances - when you d o  have boundaries 
that has to be a form of. if one can put it .  d iscrim ina
tion when you do d raw boun daries, for example, i n  
terms o f  insurance boundaries. 
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There are boundaries which i n s u rance companies, 
whether it be publ ic  or  private, they have set boundar
i es i n  terms of rati n g  territories. For those people who 
are l iv ing near that.  there are arguments o n  both s ides 
of it .  There is  that point  the honourable member 
makes that there are very c lose d ifferences. These are 
the ru les at the present t ime. If the m e m ber. I ' m  s u re,  
has some ideas how to better the system, I woul d  hope 
that he  wou ld  even communicate with myself or  with 
the Speaker in terms of some ideas or  with his Caucus 
people who wou ld  be deal ing with our mem bers i n  
terms o f  any future changes. I t h i n k  he  should make 
h is  views k nown to h is  own members so that kind of a 
d iscussion can take place. 

MR. A. KOVNATS: I will take to heart what the Hon
o u rable M in ister has j ust suggested. that i f  I have any 
better views, any better i deas, that  I should br ing them 
to the attent ion of  the Legislature. I th ink that one of  
the  best i deas I ever had wou l d  be  to see that the  
M e m ber  for N i ak wa, who has  a residence out  i n  Men i
s ino,  is  also g iven a car  a l lowance. I wou l d  j ust men-
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t ion that. you k now. as a passi n g  remark to the Hon
ourable M i n ister. 

HON. B. U RUSKI: Well ,  M r. Chairman.  one has to 
examine the remarks that the honourable member has 
made because i f  the honourable member's constitu
ents are residents in that area and he  does l ive there, 
obviously he woul d  be entitled to that. but if his con
stituents are with in  the boundaries of the City of Win
n ipeg and because one chooses to have a residence 
somewhere else other than the constituency that he 
represents, that is  entirely up to the honourable 
member and woul d  not fal l  with i n  the scope of the 
legislation. 

MR. C H A I R M A N :  The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for 
M i nnedosa. 

M R. D .  BLAKE: I j ust don't know what the M e m ber for 
Niakwa's majority was in the Menis ino last election 
but.  M r. Chairman.  j ust as a point  of i nterest going 
from the subl ime to the r id icu lous.  the Member for 
Ch urch i l l  who l ived i n  C h u rc h i l l  at  the t ime when he  
was clai m i n g  m i leage a l lowance. there's n o  road i nto 
C hurch i l l ,  so they asked h i m  to clai m rail m i l eage 
which g oes way up into Saskatchewan and back i n  
again. I t  wou l d  have been far cheaper for h i m  t o  f l y  but  
he  claimed m i leage on  the rai l  m i les. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: (d)-pass - the Member for Pembina. 

MR. D. ORCHARD: J ust one clarification from the 
M i n ister. What did he say that m i leage was per 
k i lometer? 

H O N. B. UR USKI: 20.3 cents up to 9.000 and 9 to 18. 
15.6 and over 18. 14.4. 

M R. CHAIRMAN: (d)-pass; (e)-pass - the Member 
for Arthu r. 

M R .  J. DOWNEY: M r. Chairman.  I want to make a few 
comments on  th is  point .  I t h i n k  i t ' l l  probably be in t h is 
area and there's two poi nts I want to make; one is the 
secretarial staff that are avai lable for al l  m e m bers of 
both the Opposit ion and the backbench of the 
govern ment. In what is  tak ing  place with in  the d iscus
sions between the two parties I wou ld  hope that there 
wou l d  be serious consideration given to expanding 
the amount of secretarial service that is  avai lable to a l l  
members. As I u nderstand it. M r. Chairman.  we're on  
3. (e) which is  Secretarial and Research Assistance, I 
t h i n k  I 'd  be i n  the proper area. -( I nterject ion)- Wel l ,  
M r. Chairman.  statutory or  not, it's sti l l  a point  I want 
to make and I t h i n k  this is  the place to do it. 

I do t h i n k  the importance of that to g ive better 
representation and to better service one's consti
tuency. that k i n d  of support should be given to 
mem bers and I want to go on  the pub l ic  record as 
publ ic ly support ing that, because I t h i n k  it's n ot a 
matter of a l ot of money. but it's a matter of provid ing  a 
service which wou l d  better serve the constituents 
wit h i n  each member's constituency. I t h i n k  that's 
real ly the job we're here to do and that is  to provide the 
best possible service to the constituency. 

The other poi nt I want to make o n  the Research 

Assistance and. as wel l ,  I want to acknowledge the 
invitation which I received through the Speaker's 
office to go to the St. Lawrence Seaway and the Wel
land Canal System some two to t hree weeks ago or  a 
month ago. I d ropped a note to the Speaker thank ing 
h i m .  but I th ink  the k i nd of  effort that is  put  forward in  
funds to provide the opportu n ity for  members of a l l  
the Legis lative Assembl ies t h roughout Canada to 
look at  the d ifferent areas of i m portance. part icu larly 
to Western Canada and part icu larly to Man itoba. The 
St. Lawrence Seaway System is important to Mani
toba, because approximately 90 percent of o u r  g ra in  
moves t h rou g h  that part icu lar  port and I t h i n k  I ,  as  a 
member representing rural Man itoba, hopefu l ly. wou l d  
b e  a b l e  to have a better u nderstanding of t h e  k ind  o f  
costs. t h e  k i n d  of exercises that have t o  take place t o  
d rop t h e  grain from Thunder Bay some 600 feet t o  
when i t  h its sea level. That is a substantial ly g reater 
d i stance than I am s u re most Manitoba farmers wou l d  
realize. T h i s  was my f i rst opportun i ty to see i t .  I t h i n k  
f o r  s o m e  strange reason I h a d  t h e  fee l ing  that once 
g ra in  got to T h under Bay that i t  was pretty well ready 
for export, but it has to go some 1,500 mi les further to 
get to the -( I nterject ion)- wel l .  the member's say
ing .  we are not in Agricu lture. I want to make the poi nt. 

The other point  I want to make in this area. see ing  
the M i n i ster of Agr iculture is  here and maybe h e  
wou ld transmit t h i s  message o n  t o  some o f  t h e  people 
who have the respons ib i l ity for hand l ing  of g ra in ,  but  
i f  i t  wasn't for  the g rain moved t h rough the St .  Law
rence System and out of eastern Canada and out of 
Canada in total, Canada as a nation wou l d  be pretty 
flat on its econo m ic behi n d .  because certa in ly there is  
n o  other com modity movin g  in  the G reat Lakes sys
tem. There isn't any i ro n  ore coming up because of the 
depression in  the automobi le i n dustry; I th ink there is  
some 20 percent of the Dom i n io n  Marin e  system ;  the  
sh ips are  not i n  service because of the depression.  
And the poi nt again has to be made - the i m portance 
of agr icul ture in Canada is  once again r isin g  to the 
surface and I t h i n k  the people who are negotiat ing  on 
behalf of the farm comm u n ity, when i t  comes to sel
l i n g  our commod ities and when they're t ry ing to put 
their case before the pol it icians in Ottawa who are i n  
control o f  t h e  Wheat Board a n d  transportation sys
tem. have a pretty important and b ig bargain i n g  tool i n  
their favour. I th ink  the people. part icu larly the M in is
ter of Agricultu re who is  s itt ing  here. shou ld be very 
much aware of it h i mself. I t h i n k  that to again make the 
poi nt. i f  it wasn't for the agricu l tural industry. the 
i ncome for a l l  of Canadians woul d  be pretty m i n i mal 
and I t h i n k  we wou ld be in a far greater depression 
than we are at the present t ime. 
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Mr.  Chairman.  again I t h i n k  that any monies that go 
into the Speaker's area of a l location for these k ind of 
exchanges. I want to fully support and wou ld  hope 
that members opposite see fit to conti nue on and th ink  
i n  that same way. 

Thank you, Mr.  Chairman. 

HON. B .  URUSKI: Mr.  Chairman.  I thank the honour
able member for h is  remarks dea l ing  with Secretarial 
Assistance and Research Assistance and I want to g o  
on  record a s  wel l  for t h e  honourable mem ber to tel l 
h i m  and h is col leagues that I t h i n k  it was appreciated 
by all mem bers of the House. when they had the reins  



of government, i n  terms of provid ing offices for M LAs, 
the movement i nto better accom modations for M LAs 
to be able to serve their constituents. I g ive them fu l l  
marks in  advancing along those l ines. They made 
positive m oves in that area and I th ink  it should be 
ackn owledged. I 've said it many t imes t h roughout th is  
province privately, b ut I d o  make it and acknowledge i t  
here speak ing tonight publ icly for that move. 

But I 'd l i ke to know from the honourable member 
whether when he speaks of Secretarial Assistance, is  
he speak ing  of assistance i n  terms of constituency 
work, in terms of the r id ing ;  whether or not there 
should be the abi l ity to set up some office with i n  the 
rid ing ;  whether there be some part-ti me secretarial 
help to take phone calls and do some office work for 
the member, or is he relat ing  that pri mari ly to the 
Caucus Office when members are in Session  with in  
the  Assem bly. I 'd l i ke some clarification f rom h im so  
that I cou ld  better understand h is feel i ngs and  h is  
needs i n  terms of serving the people of Man itoba 
better. 

M R .  J. DOWNEY: Mr.  Chairman,  I don't want to bela
bour the situation. I would suggest that it woul d  be 
best with i n  the b u i l d i ng,  a greater amount of secretar
ial service r ight here d u ring the Session and probably 
some dur ing  the rest of the year. but not specifically to 
enter i nto constituency offices and that type of th ing .  
No, I was speaki n g  specifical ly about  support staff in  
the secretarial pool system. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Concordia. 

MR. P. FOX: Thank you, M r. Chairman.  I 'd l i ke to 
address the few remarks in regard to secretarial help, 
the i m provements that M LAs have had and, of cou rse, 
all of the other amenit ies that have developed. I prob
ably am one of the few who is  more aware of how 
m uch has transpired since I became a member  because 
when I fi rst arrived here, it was strictly a matter of s ink  
or  swi m and you  got  a secretary between - at  that t ime  
we were an O pposit ion of  12  - we had  one secretary 
for the 1 6, 1 8  weeks that we sat, and that was it .  We 
didn't  even have an office. We got a shoebox to put o u r  
papers i n  and take t h e m  h o m e  with afterwards. I real
i ze that today we have q u ite a lot more in the way of 
services to the mem bers but I 'm afraid that l i ke so 
many other th ings,  because it j ust happened, because 
it occurred and it g rew l i ke Topsy, it real ly isn 't ade
quate and it's a far cry from what we real ly need in 
order to serve our constituents and, of cou rse, do an 
efficient job for the publ ic of Manitoba. 

I have to say that th is, I want to explain ,  applies both 
in Opposit ion,  as wel l  as in govern ment. I'm sure that 
the M i n isters, probably because they're overworked , 
whoever happens to have a min istry, don't always see 
the parl iamentary system fu nctio n i ng, and the k ind  of 
a system it  is  and how good it is. Yes, it's got its 
d rawbacks; it isn't perfect. I 've been a student of sys
tems from around the world and I f ind that the one we 
have is probably as good as any that I 'm  aware of. 

Nevertheless, i t  can be improved upon, and the only 
way it can be improved is if the members themselves 
can get the tools with which to do the job  adequately. 
The f i rst job is  that they have an  environment with i n  
which t o  work.  N o w  we have part o f  that, b u t  u nfortu-
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nately it's segregated. You're operat ing  i n  d ifferent 
l ittle pods, which makes i t  also d iffic u lt to have the 
adequate secretarial service. 

At the present t ime we have phones downstairs. I f  
you 're us ing t h e  phone downstairs, y o u  tie u p  you r 
l i n e  and somebody tryi ng  to get ho ld  of you from the 
outs ide can't  d o  a darn t h i ng .  Certa in ly  they can get 
hold of you upstairs, i f  they recall that n u mber, but  
then their  message is  there and as I 've sa id ,  you real ly 
aren't gett ing  your com m u nications  as you should.  I 
bel ieve one of the th i ngs that could be done j ust to 
i mprove the system as we have it, is that the telephone 
system could be in formed to revise the n u m berin g  
system s o  that o u r  calls could be transferred o n e  way 
or the other to us r ight down there. I don't say we 
should have a second phone but we should have a 
system whereby a l i g ht woul d  l i g ht up to tel l us there's 
an outside cal l  coming in and we cou ld  put it on ho ld  
- something  of that k i nd.  

I n  regard to extra secretarial help,  I really th ink that 
i f  we were to get any more, it woul d  be an  i n efficient 
way of operat ing  to put them i nto the pods, because 
you're start ing to d upl icate services. I 'm of the opi n ion  
that what shou ld  really be done - and I wou ld  imag ine  
th is  woul d  have to be a l ittle bit on  a long-term plan
n i n g  - is  that th is legislative second floor should 
become a legislative f loor  o n ly, so that the members 
cou l d  have a Caucus Room and their  offices together, 
where you could get efficient service from the secre
taries t hat you have without havin g  to r u n  aroun d ,  
have a double f i l i n g  system, upstairs, downsta i rs a n d  
s o  on.  

The other thing that I th ink and that's a long-term 
plan ,  but I t h i n k  what real ly has to happen is  that we, 
as members, have to start d iscussing and arrivi n g  at 
consensus instead of worry ing about what the press is 
go ing to do to us, because no matter how much we 
spend i n  th is regard - and I 'm going to be open and 
fra n k  and they can pr int  every word of it - i f  we spend 
$1 m i l l io n ,  it 's about one twenty-fifth of a percent of 
the total B u dget of the province and i f  that means that 
we can do a better job for the people of Man itoba, then 
I t h i n k  it's money wel l  worth spent. 

So I 'm saying that we real ly have to have a hard look 
and we have to start to co-operate and the other t h i n g  
that w e  have to do is set u p  an  al l-mem bers com m it
tee. As m u ch as I appreciate that two M in isters and the 
Speaker may have the best i nterests of the rest of us  at 
heart, s ince they are M i n isters and since they are 
Speakers, they're very busy. I 've been in the Chair  as a 
Speaker and I know that many of the t h i n gs that I 
thought that mem bers wou ld l ike, I fou n d  out after
wards the members were not real ly in terested i n ,  
because y o u  are sort of aside and apart from the  
mainstream of  the Legislative Assembly when you' re a 
Speaker and the same th ing applies as a M i n ister. 
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So. consequently, I t h i n k  an al l-mem bers com m it
tee wou l d  probably serve us mem bers and serve the 
publ ic m u ch better, because we wou ld  come u p  with 
ideas that wou l d  save the pu b l ic  m o ney, g ive the pub
l ic  the in formation and the services they requ i re and at 
the same t ime make us better M LAs. 

Thank you, M r. Chairman, 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(e)-pass; (f) Speaker's Expenses. 
The Member for V i rden.  
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M R .  H. G RAHAM: M r. Chairman,  whi le I realize that 
the su bject here is one that is a statutory figu re that is 
set by The Legislative Assem bly Act, I t h i n k  that we 
have to take a look at the office of the Speaker. I k n ow 
the former m e m ber who was just speaking and was a 
Speaker can probably give the Legislature a lot of 
in formation on some of the expenses that are i nvolved 
wit h i n  the Speaker's Office that it's absolutely impos
sible to cover by an amount such as $3,000.00. 

I will give you an example and I know it probably wi l l  
be covered u nder I tem 4.(b) or (c) or  someth ing down 
there,  but next year, the Province of Man itoba is  
expected to host the Canadian Commonwealth Parli
amentary Conference here in Manitoba. The cost of 
that conference wi l l  probably exceed $ 125,000, 
$ 130,000, so it wi l l  be a specia l  considerat ion for that 
one year, but  that isn't the end of the parl iamentary 
activities. Parl iamentary activities go on a l l  the t ime 
and I th ink  when we're making u p  o u r  Esti mates, 
probably we should have an item in the Est imates 
deal i n g  purely with parl iamentary matters, the various 
parl iamentary g roups that Man itoba belongs to, the 
membersh ips that we have to pay to belong to those 
associations so that members themselves wou l d  get a 
better idea of the activities of the various parl iamen
tary associations, their  activities and the benefits that 
can accrue from tak ing  an active part. 

I raise the issue now because we are deal ing with 
expenses that deal with the olfice of the Speaker and 
the Speaker is  the president of the various parl iamen
tary associations of which M anitoba is a mem ber. So I 
suggest to the Honourable M i n ister that i n  future, 
when you are considering the preparation of Esti
mates, i t  m ight be worthwhi le to have a separate item 
in the Est imates deal i n g  purely with parl iamentary 
matters, so that members wou ld be able to take a l oo k  
at that part icu lar  item a n d  they wou ld become more 
cognizant of the fact that there are various parl iamen
tary activities to which they are mem bers i n  ful l  r ight 
and the benefits that are accru i ng to them from t hat 
membersh ip. 

O n e  of the other th ings about that is the ongoing 
activities that occ u r  i n  the Speaker's office when we 
have visit i ng  delegations, usual ly the responsib i l ity of 
the Speaker to enterta in ,  to h ost visit in g  par l iamen
tary g roups. S i nce you don't know at the beg i n n i n g  of 
the year how many visitations you can have or  the size 
of them or  the length of their stay, I suggest to you that 
the f igure of $3,000 is  a very arbitrary one to beg i n  
with .  However, i t  is  statutory. We d o  have an  excel lent 
secretary to the Board of I n ternal Economy and I am 
sure he probably can, u nder Other Expenditures, f ind 
a dol lar or  two on  the odd occasion,  but i t  does leave 
the activities of the office of the Speaker pretty t ight as 
to f inan ces on what the Speaker can do with respect to 
vis it ing parl iamentary groups. So I just raise it now for 
the benefit of other mem bers of the Assembly who 
may not be aware of those activities t hat are ongoing 
by the Speaker on  your behalf. 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The Member for Concordia. 

M R .  P. FOX: M r. Chairman,  I too wou ld  l ike to jo in  
with the M e m ber for  Virden i n  i nd icat ing that it is  
u nfortunate that we are mem bers - it 's  not u n fortu nate 
that we're members - but it is  u nfortu nate that we don't 

a l locate m o nies for part ic ipati n g  as mem bers of the 
Commonwealth Parl iamentary Associat ion,  that is  at 
the i nternational as wel l  as at the Canadian regional 
level. One of the th ings that I found d u ring  my t ime 
was that one had to get some of these m o nies out of 
d ifferent al locations. 

For example,  the d ues for the CPA if  I recal l  cor
rectly - I don't know where they come from now; they 
may be here, but  I haven 't been able to f ind  them -
came out of the Executive Counci l  and out of Dom i n
ion Provincial Relations b udget. W hy it was there, I 
don't k now, but  that was a n u m ber of years ago and 
that's the way i t  was at that t ime.  Possib ly ,  the Clerk 
for the I nternal Economy can tel l  us  where they come 
from now or the M i n ister can. 

I bel ieve that there are a n u m ber of semi nars that we 
are attend ing .  I f ind n o  a l locat ion for them i n  here. I 
know that we are go ing ,  but  where the m o nies are 
comin g  from, I am not aware. Possi bly, we can have 
that explained to us. 

Further to that, I t h i n k  as par l iamentarians, we 
should be exchang i n g  informat ion and lear n i ng from 
other par l iamentarians. I k now that often they i nvite 
us. There have been invitations to B.C. ,  Alberta, 
Quebec, and I am not aware that we were able to 
reciprocate except on  special occasions.  I t h i n k  that 
we should because if we are going to belong to the 
family of parl iamentarians, we can learn from each 
other and that also makes us  better at carry ing  out o u r  
functions a s  M LAs. I t h i n k  that is  essential and I wou l d  
concur with the M e m ber f o r  V i rden that w e  should 
have a parl iamentary al lowance i n  here and that i t  
should reflect the needs of part ic ipati n g  as parlia
mentarians in Canada and abroad. 

M R .  CHAIR MAN: 3 . (f)-pass - the  M e m ber  for 
Radisson .  
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M R .  G. LECUYER: M r. Chairman,  I want to concur 
with the last two mem bers who have spoken.  I want to 
br ing up a matter that I t h i n k  is  very m u ch related to 
what they have tal ked about. The M e m ber for Con
cordia was tal k ing in terms of exchanges i nit iated by 
the various provinces to g ive an opport u n ity for the 
mem bers of the various Legislatures to meet and 
exchange o n  var ious issues which wou ld  be pert inent 
to both g roups. 

There is  another program which is  started on  a pi l ot 
basis th is  year by the Centre for Legislative Exchange 
which has been operat ing  for, I am g iven to u n der
stand,  some ten years now between the Canadian 
Government at the federal level and their  American 
counterparts. For the f i rst t ime this year, they i n itiated 
the program on a pi lot basis whereby representatives 
of both the Government side and Opposit ion s ides of 
the various Legislatures wou ld  get together on  two or 
three occasions d u ring  the year to exchange on some 
of the current issues. 

It is not a program that is  in tended to compete or 
detract from the CPA program.  It is a program which is 
un ique in itself and I want to read a passage from a 
letter which the Speaker has received, a copy of which 
h e  has sent to our Caucus and to the Opposition 
Caucus and I have had occasion  to d iscuss this a l itt le 
bit with the Chairman of the Opposition Caucus. I 
know that at least one member  from o u r  side of the 
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H ouse and a m e m ber from the Opposit ion side has 
gone and benefited from this program al ready th is  
year. "The i dea of  the Canada-Legislative Visits Pro
g ram for which" - and th is  is  the Director who's writ ing 
this - " I  am sol ic it ing  your support, real ly g rew out of 
repeated advice from provincial m e m bers who have 
part ic ipated in our Canada-U.S.  Legislative Visits 
Program." 

I t's not a very costly program. Actually the amounts 
wh i c h  are req u ested of the  various prov i n cia l  
governments represents less than the cost of the a ir  
fare to participate i n  these programs. S i nce it is  a 
distinctive program whereby the format is d ifferent 
from the CPA in that o n ly a smal l  n u m ber of parlia
mentarians woul d  meet to d iscuss a s ing le pub l ic  
issue n ot with the idea of arriv ing necessarily at  a 
consensus, but to get experts to present the pert inent 
facts in that part icular field. 

The financial contrib ut ions requested, as I stated, 
are actual ly smal l  enough that they should not cut i nto 
any funds avai lable to the CPA but again ,  I repeat, I 
th ink  from those who have part ic ipated i n  th is pro
gram with whom I have talked have told me that these 
programs as far as they k n ow are wel l  planned, wel l  
organized a n d  wel l  worthwhi le. I t h i n k  that m o nies 
should be provided to support th is  program. 

Thank you, M r. Chairman. 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M i n ister. 

HON. B.  U RUSKI: M r. Speaker, I 'd just l ike to advise 
honourable mem bers that although  some of the q u es
t ions that they have raised with respect to a l lowances 
and expenses deal ing  with other matters of the 
Speaker's Office, there is ,  with in  the Budget, an item 
for (d)  a b reakdown which I can g ive to the honour
able m e mbers. There is go ing to be some preparatory 
work done for the CPA Conference and there are 
funds provided for, of cou rse, membersh ips i nto the 
conference, the expenditures, expenses of members 
in terms of travel and as well expenses for mem bers 
attend ing  the conference there. But those items are 
considered in the u nder 4. (d) and members who have 
commented on i nvolvement in the Parl iamentary 
Associat ion  and d i fferent Canada-wide research 
groups and I take their comments and consideration 
should be g iven to see what part ic ipation the Assem
bly should take in terms of bei ng  i nvolved in these 
groups, so that members can better in form them
selves in terms of what is  happen ing  with i n  our parli
amentary system in this country and even in other 
cou ntries, in order to have and part ic ipate in the 
research that is done. 

I can say as a member of th is Assem bly,  I 've had the 
occasion to attend two or th ree CPA Conferences and 
as wel l ,  I was on  one exchange. I bel ieve i t  was 
through the group that the Member for Radisson 
spoke about. It  was whi le  I was M i n ister responsib le 
for  the Civi l  Service. We had occasion to travel to 
Wash ington to deal with issues i n  the United States 
deal i n g  with equal employment opport u nities, the 
Civi l  Service and various other legislative mecha
nisms that are i n  place i n  the United States. I fou nd 
that exercise f rom a m i n isterial point  of v iew very 
worthwh i le  and fru itful in terms of k n owledge and 
scope as to what is  happening elsewhere. So I appre-

ciate the com ments of the honourable mem bers i n  
these areas and i t  wi l l  b e  u p  t o  Mem bers o f  the Assem
bly to consider the scope and the amount of i nvolve
ment that we wish to take in some of these organiza
tions that they have raised and tal ked about. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(f)-pass; 3. (g) -pass; 3. ( h ) .  
T h e  Member for M i nnedosa. 

MR. D. BLAKE: M r. M i n ister, I wonder i f  you could 
g ive us  an  explanat ion of what th is i tem real ly consti
tutes and how it's expended? 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M i n ister. 

H O N .  B.  U RUSKI: I ' m  advised, M r. Chairman,  that 
th is a l lowance is for the Deputy Speaker's Expenses 
and I ' m  advised, as wel l ,  in the last decade i t  has never 
been ut i l ized -( I nterject ion)- it may have been, but  
f rom the recol lect ion of staff here that i n  the last 
n u m ber of years it has not been expended. 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The Member for N iakwa. 

M R .  A. KOVNATS: Thank you, M r. Chairman.  I t h i n k  
that I can confirm that and I can probably t e l l  y o u  t h e  
reason, I d idn 't k n o w  how to get i t .  I th ink  that it's a 
g ood expense and I t h i n k  the Deputy Speaker is  
entit led to that extra $5.00 for whatever it i s  that he  
needs for expenses - or  is  that 500? Now, I 'm real ly 
sad that I wasn't able to get it .  I th ink it's a good 
expense; I th ink that the Deputy Speaker should be 
al lowed to have that expense for emergencies or  for 
whatever, but for nonpol itical purposes and I t h i n k  
that it's a legit imate expense a n d  I j ust want to b r i n g  t o  
t h e  attent ion that it hasn't been used, a t  least d u ri n g  
the previous government's t i m e  i n  office. 

MR. CHAI R MAN: 3.( h )-pass. 4. Other Assembly 
Expenditures 4. (a) Leader of the Official Opposit ion 
Party 4. (a) ( 1) -pass; 4. (a)(2)  Salaries-pass; 4. (a ) (3) 
Other Expenditures-pass; 4. (b) -pass; 4. ( c) Salaries. 
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The Member for V i rden. 

M R .  H. GRAHAM: M r. Chairman,  I believe the H on
o u rable Member for Art h u r  raised an  issue which I 
t h i n k  probably could have fallen u n der th is category 
and that is dea l ing  with salaries of support staff with in  
the Legis lative Assem bly Bu i ld ing  here, and I bel ieve 
the point  that he raised was one that is  certa in ly of 
concern to us. I bel ieve when this recycl i n g  of 
mem bers' offices took place last year, where there are 
g roups of members in rather large offices with i nd i 
v idual office space, there is certa in ly  a need there for 
one additional staff i n  each one of those g roup offices. 
I wou l d  hope that the Board of I nternal Economy 
considers that request very carefu l ly, because I th ink  
it's a very reasonable request. I ' m  sure members on  
the govern m ment s ide  who also have those offices wi l l  
f ind that there is need there as wel l .  There are many 
activities in  pol it ical parties that are q u ite properly 
Caucus activities, but there are also the i ndiv idual  
needs of members, and when they have their  i nd ivid
ual  offices the needs of those ind iv idual  m e mbers can 
be serviced q u ite wel l  if there was addit ional secretar
ial help in the various groups of offices such as rooms 
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1 32, 1 38, 1 51 I bel ieve it is, and two or three at the 
others. So I wou ld ask the M i n ister to consider that 
request very seriously for additional secretarial staff, 
especially whi le the House is i n  Session.  

HON. B. URUSKI:  M r. C hairman,  I thank the honou r
able member for h is  com ments. If the member wi l l  
recal l ,  when I spoke t o  the Mem ber for Art h u r, I i nd i 
cated and I asked h i m ,  I wanted to  f ind  out h is  views 
whether or not the assistance i n  terms of secretarial 
help should be here with in  the faci l ity, whether it 
shou ld be as wel l  supported, or in the r id ing in which 
better service could be provided to the members' 
constituents. 

I presume that somewhere there's probably some 
d iscussion go ing  on now as to whai better ways we as 
members can serve o u r  constituents, the people of 
Manitoba, in as effective a way as possib le .  Of course, 
one of the ways is to provide members with further 
secretarial assistance in terms of doing necessary 
office work;  in terms of typin g ;  in terms of answerin g  
t h e  phones; i n  terms o f  letter answering ;  i n  terms of 
f i l i ng .  Whether that shou ld  be done as wel l ,  so that 
g reater use of that person nel could be made i n  the 
areas where we d i rectly effect people who support us  
by cast ing  their  bal lots as  M LAs i n  our  own consti
tuencies. I presume there has to be some d ialogue and 
priority-sett ing ,  whether it should be that some assis
tance is  here d u ri n g  the Session,  or at the same t ime 
whether that assistance should be,  as wel l ,  provided in  
the r id ing whi le  mem bers are here. 

I ' m  g uess ing .  I don't know whether the member  is 
part of his g roup's team in terms of d iscussions t hat 
are going on now. If he is, I ' m  sure that he wi l l  make, 
and is  making his views k nown. For myself as a 
member, although  I happen to be on the Treasury 
Bench now, my personal  preference - and I say to the 
honourable m e m ber q u ite cand id ly - wou ld be to have 
office assistance in terms of a better contact with in  my 
constituency, to have people there. 

Whi le  we do have the use of o u r  Executive Assist
ants, bei ng  on  the Treasury Bench,  but there will be a 
t ime when we a l l  are M LAs, and my personal prefer
ence wou ld be to have assistance where I can better 
funct ion for my constituents i n  the r id ing,  where there 
can be day-to-day in constant contact. At least even if 
it is  on a l i m ited part-t ime basis, even i f  i t  was a half-a
day, it certainly wou l d  assist myself as a ru ral member 
- I speak as a rural member - far m o re. Because after 
the Session I have found in terms of f i l i ng ,  in terms of 
typing ,  in terms of doing th ings that I felt could be 
done by some secretarial help, that the closer that 
help is to where I reside i n  terms of my constituency,  
wou l d  have been a greater benefit to myself. 

M R. H .  G RAHAM: Thank you, M r. C hairman.  I j ust 
want to point  out to the Honourable M i n ister that what 
he is  talk ing about as far as constituency and secretar
ial assistance is  a statutory item. We don't get a vote 
on it i n  the Est imates here at all. Any changes in that 
wou ld requ i re changes to The Legislative Assembly 
Act .  But what we're talk i ng about here is the Est imates 
of expenditure of the Legislative Assembly, which are 
budgetary items that are open for d iscussion and 
debate on  the f loor of the H ouse, and are matters, I 
suppose, that if the mem bers of the Assembly i n  the ir  

col lective wisdom wanted to increase a s u m  they 
probably cou ld .  I have never heard of it bei ng  done 
and likewise they could a lso ,  by a col lective vote of the 
Legislatu re, reduce some of those sums.  But we are 
now talk i ng about b u dgetary items that are items of 
expendit u re which we can d iscuss q u ite properly at 
th is time. It was i n  that context that I was address ing 
my remarks to the Honou rable M i n ister who is charged 
with the respons ib i l ity of shepherd i n g  these Esti
mates through the House. 

HON. B. U RUSKI: M r. Chairman,  j ust a brief com
ment to the honourable member. Whi le  the honour
able m e m ber is techn ical ly correct, I bel ieve that any 
d iscussions dea l ing  with services to members really 
would be, in all fairness, part of a package. Whether or 
not there wou ld be the need for legislative changes or  
not  leg islative changes, they wou ld  be d iscussions 
that wou l d  deal with an entire discussion of services to 
mem bers. 

M R .  C H A I R M A N :  4 . ( c ) - p a s s ;  4 . ( d )  O t h e r  
Expenditures. 

The Honourable Member  for V i rden. 

MR. H .  GRAHAM: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  u nder  Other  
Expenditu res, the  M i n ister ind icated he  had  a break
down of those amounts and was q u ite prepared to 
g ive it to the members here. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M in ister. 

HON. B .  URUSKI:  Mr. Chairman,  part of the 1 92,600 
there is a budgetary item of 47.4 for the Speaker's 
Office, where there is a breakdown of various expen
ditures deal ing  with membership fees; of the larger 
ones,  travel for CPA and the CPA Conference. Those 
are the three largest ones,  they wou l d  make u p  
approximately 40,000 o f  that 47,000; the other seven 
wou ld  be dea l ing  with office and expenditu res wit h i n  
the office. T h e  remainder of those expenditures, there 
are monies for the Chamber, for the Committees 
Branch, $5,000 for the Caucus Offices deal i n g  with -
yes, the Government Caucus Office and the Opposi
tion Caucus Office, approxi mately $55,000 for both 
offices, and the Leader of the Opposit ion's Office of 
$20, 500.00. Those woul d  be basically the largest 
components of that $1 92,000.00. 

MR. CHAIR MAN: The Member  for V i rden.  

M R .  H. G RAHAM: Did the honourable member say 
the Leader of the Opposition 's Office? I believe it's 
already accounted for u nder I tem 4. (a) (3) .  
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HON. B. URUSKI: I m ust apologize. The member  is 
correct. The f igure I q u oted, the Leader of the Opposi
tion's Office was taken care of in the other one. I 
m issed one item. The b u l k  of the item of cou rse i n  
terms o f  office expenditures is  the Clerk's office with 
the sum of $82,500, the b u l k  of which bein g  tele
phones and postage, approxi mately $38,000 of that 
office expenditure. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4 .(d)-pass; (e) H ansard-pass; 
( e) ( 1 )  Salaries-pass. 
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(e ) (2 )  Other  Expe n d i t u res - the  M e m ber  for 
Elmwood. 

MR. R. DOERN: M r. Chairman, j ust briefly, th is matter 
has been d iscussed before, but I do want to say to the 
M i n ister that one of the th ings I th ink wou ld probably 
help H ansard and certa in ly  wou l d  help this Chamber 
was i f  there was some i mprovements made in our P.A.  
system .  I have always felt  that th is  was inadequate, 
that when someone is  speak ing  and a couple of years 
ago when we had the old system, there was an ampli
ficat ion of voice which meant that the person on  m i ke, 
their voice wou ld carry and they would be the domi
nant speaker. Today, everybody has equal voice 
vol u m e  and punch,  and when there is hec k l i ng going 
on  the speaker is  d rowned because of the fact that  h is  
voice is  basically natural and the hecklers' voices are 
basical ly natural .  I t h i n k  someth ing  should be done to 
improve the audio system in the Chamber. 

The other t h i n g  I say in regard to Hansard is that 
Hansard was more i nteresti ng  a few years ago, i n  that I 
th ink  more of the in terjections often made by such 
l u m inary presences as the M e m ber for Pembina 
wou ld be picked u p  and reported. Even i n  Ottawa, 
where all they do is  to put down "oh ,  o h , "  which is a 
pretty poor translation of some of the th i ngs that are 
said down there, in Manitoba there were some of these 
i nterject ions from time to ti me. O bviously, they can't 
al l  be picked up. O bviously, they can't a l l  be i dentified, 
but a person reading Hansard today compared to a 
few years ago, I t h i n k  would f ind it far less i nterest ing  
because i t  tends  to be precisely what the speaker said 
and a l ot of the i nterjections which conta in  some of 
the colour, wh ich  is  n ow go ing  on, are i g nored. So I 
s imply say that I don't k now h ow this happened. I 
don't know why some of the in terjections are deleted 
or n ot i nc luded in the Hansard record, but it certai n ly 
makes for less i nterest ing and colourfu l  read ing .  

Now,  one th ing ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I want  to  say i n  
part icu lar  t o  m e mbers on  both sides o f  t h e  House is 
that there is equ ipment that is  used by Hansard that I 
t h i n k  should be either more readily avai lable to the 
Caucuses or the Caucuses should have their  own 
s im i lar equ ipment, and I speak part icu larly of the 
word process ing  machi nes. I t h i n k  i n  the day and age 
that we are at i n  the 1980s that each Caucus could use 
equ ipment l i ke that, to use the printouts, to use the 
memories, to use it on  a sort of a computer basis, a 
storage basis i n  re lation to exist ing secretarial and 
research staff. I mean,  t h i n k  it 's t ime we g ot i nto the 
1980s and there's other equipment l ike that.  

I t h i n k  there is  some l i m i tation n ow on photostat ing  
equipment and so on .  I don't t h i n k  there shou ld  be .  I 
th ink  that each Caucus shou ld  have a machine that 
they can use to the best of the i r  j udgment and abi l ity 
and without paying for it, which of course is the prob
lem. I t h i n k  that each Caucus shou ld have such 
equipment and it should be avai lable to them for their  
duties. 

Mr .  Chairman,  th is  type of equ ipment avai lable to 
elected members has been used widely in the States 
for at l east 20 years. I k now that in 1964, I attended the 
Democratic Convention i n  Atlantic City and at that 
t ime, as an observer to see Lyndon Joh nson pick h is  
Vice President, H u bert H u m ph rey, after playi ng  a lot 
of games with a lot of people, I learned that most 
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senators and congressmen had access to equ i pment 
whereby they were, in effect, early word processors 
and other types of machines. 

So I si mply say that when we are considering o u r  
o w n  req u i rements, I t h i n k  that we m ust consider, i n  
addit ion t o  staff, machines that are avai lable that wi l l  
help us  execute o u r  d ut ies and responsibi l ities and 
that should be a major concern of M LAs as wel l .  

M R. CHAIRMAN: 4. (e) (2)-pass - t h e  Honourable 
M in ister. 

HON. B.  U RUSKI: M r. C hairman,  I woul d  j ust l ike to 
speak on  two points that the honourable member has 
raised deal ing  with the amplificat ion system that we 
have in the Chamber. I bel ieve that members, i f  the 
techn ical  people wish to tune you up, you will be 
ampl if ied loud and clear r ight t h ro u g h out  t h i s  
C ham ber. I heard t h e  honourable member very well 
and that can be accomplished, but I believe that - i f  I 
u nderstand it - the or ig inal  i n tent for the new system 
was eventual ly to provide s imultaneous translation i n  
th is  Cham ber, and th is ,  i f  you amplify the speaker's 
voice at that point  in t ime, that cou l d  n ot be accomp
l ished by provid ing for s i m u ltaneous translation and 
that was one of the reasons. 

The item that I am ho ld ing  in my hand is  cal led - you 
cou ld  hang i t  i n  one's ear. I t  is  real ly an  aid for  
mem bers to be able to hear. As I u nderstand, i n  
Ottawa they have used t h i s  piece o f  equipment for 
many years and we should not as mem bers here be at 
a l l  in t im idated that we may have a hearin g  problem 
because we are wear ing the earphones. They are here 
for the use of members to make s u re that they pick u p  
the speech o f  a mem ber, b u t  a s  I u n derstand it, the 
whole evolvement of th is  new system was to provide 
for a s imultaneous translation and that is  why the 
amplification was done away with withi n  the C hamber. 

With respect to additional equ ipment and word pro
cess ing ,  as I understand it, that service to members 
was e l i m i n ated for the t ime being by H is Honour, the 
former Speaker, when we were in  Opposit ion because 
mem bers were us ing the word processing eq u ipment, 
as I u nderstand it, at least in the Speaker's view at that 
point  i n  t ime,  i n  excess of the budget that he may have 
had. 

I can advise the honourable members that the 
Department of Government Services wi l l  be and is  
go ing to be, sho rtly after the Session ends,  dea l ing  
w i th  both Caucuses to conduct a review to see 
whether or n ot addit ional equ ipment such as word 
processing  should be and can be establ ished with in 
those offices to better provide services for members. 

MR. R.  DOERN: M r. Chairman,  I do not l i ke nor do I 
i ntend to use earphones. I mean it could have proba
bly been j ust as well to have bought 57 ear trumpets 
and we could have a l l  had these b ig  t rumpets and 
m oved them around i n  the d i rection of the Speaker 
and say th ings l i ke "eh" or  "come again" or  "take off" 
as the Member for Pembina would say. 

M r. Chairman,  the other point  I make to the member  
is ,  surely to God, i n  th is day and age where people can 
be sent to the moon and a l l  k i nds of wonderfu l tec h n i
cal achievements can be made, somebody with half  a 
brain could devise a system whereby you could have a 
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voice amplified i n  th is  Cham ber as you used to have 
and also a system whereby you could have s imultane
ous translations. 

I don't know how they do it, but in the United 
Nations they m ust have translat ions in a dozen lan
guages and s u rely it's a s imple tech nical problem to 
have a system where you have French and Engl ish 
and where you have a voice ampl i ficat ion .  I f  we don't 
have the expertise i n  House, I th ink  we can easi ly h i re 
some audio person who cou l d  come i n  and correct 
that in a wink of an eye. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: (e)(2) -pass; 4.(f) -pass. 
That completes the items to be considered u nder 

Resolut ion No. 1. 
Therefore be it resolved that there be g ranted to Her 

Majesty, a s u m  not exceeding $1,095,600 for legisla
t ion,  Other Assem bly Expenditures, for the fiscal year 
ending the 31 st day of March, 1983-pass. 

Item No. 5. Provincial  Auditor's Office, 5.(a) Salaries 
- the Honoura ble leader of the Opposit ion. 

HON. S. LYON: I notice that there's an  increase of 
something  i n  excess. of $300,000 for Salaries. Coul d  
the M i n ister advise a s  t o  whether t h i s  amount is  a 
natural i ncrease in the P rovi n cial  Auditor's Office or  
what proportion of  th is i ncrease is  attr ibutable to the  
fact that the practice of us ing o utside auditors i n  con
j u nction with the auditors of the Prov incial Auditor's 
staff is now bei ng  either reviewed and/or d iscon
t inued by the c urrent govern ment? 

M R. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M in ister. 

H O N. B. URUSKI: M r. Chairman, to the leader of the 
Opposit ion.  I f  he  wou l d  wait a few moments, I 'l l  have 
the explanation in terms of the specifics of the Esti
mates that are provided for and I 'l l  provide h i m  with 
the answer shortly. 

M r. Chairman, there is a provision with i n  these 
Est imates for 10 posit ions. Whether an assessment 
wi l l  be made on  the basis of - as the aud its of the 
Crown agencies come u p  they wi l l  be evaluated as to 
whether or  not the office of the Provincial Auditor can 
perform those audits as in terms of cost ing ,  as gov
ernment pol icy, with a s imi lar or less expensive cost, 
and those changes wi l l  be made on an i nd ividual  basis 
as the audits are being  reviewed by the government. 

HON. S. LYON: So is  it possib le then, M r. Chairman, 
for the M i n ister to g ive us  a f igure, even though i t  may 
be not ional  at th is stage, for the amount that might  be 
req u ired for audits that wou l d  be done by the Provin
cial A ud itor in l ieu  of those audits bein g  done by 
outside f irms for which negotiated fees are paid? 

H ON. B. U RUSKI: M r. Chairman,  I 'm advised that  the 
salaries for the  10 posit ions are approximately 
$261,700.00. 

H ON. S. LYON: And it's n ot possi ble, I take it,  at th is 
stage to attri bute those 1 O extra positions to the 
req u i rement for additional staff that woul d  be necessi
tated by the abandonment of private audit ing f irms 
doing work for Crown corporations or  i ndeed for 
other work that the P rovincial  Auditor, i n  h is  profes-

sional wisdom,  sees fit to have them do. 

H ON. B. U R USKI: M r. Chairman, when the original  
sh ift was made from the Provincial  Auditor's Office to 
private auditors, a rel i nquishment of 10 posit ions took 
place at that point in time. At this poi nt in t ime, that 
same amount of staff man years are being  placed back 
i nto the B udget, but u nt i l  such a time as an  agency-by
agency review is  made on the basis of costs and pro
ject ions,  to be very specific to the leader of the Oppo
sit ion, I can't g ive that determination to the leader of 
the Opposition. 

H ON. S. LYON: M r. Chairman, I can appreciate that. 
That's why I was talk ing in terms of it being a notional 
f igure at th is stage, because it's apparently a proposi
t ion that has not been f inal ly agreed to by the govern
ment. The f igure I woul d  be i nterested in getting ,  and 
it may not be possib le  to obtain it ton ight  but  some
t ime before the Est imates review is completed, wou ld  
be a fig u re wh ich wou ld show the totality of the cost of 
h i ring - in the case of the 10 posit ions that are added to 
the Auditor's Office - the totality of that cost in terms 
of salary; in terms of office equ ipment; in terms of 
secretarial staff; in terms of pension benefits; in terms 
of all of the array of services and i nfrastructure that 
g oes to support any m e m ber of the Civ i l  Service of 
Manitoba. 
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I ask for that f igure, I 'm not trying  to h ide anyth ing at 
a l l ,  because I bel ieve that - and it's on ly a bel ief, I can't 
demonstrate the complete accuracy of it - if we were 
to compute on a per-auditor basis the fu l l  totality of 
the cost of h i r ing an auditor i n  terms of what h is  sick 
benefits are going to be; his ho l iday pay is  going to be; 
the fact that he  or  she works for a good employer i n  
the Provi nce of Manitoba, which sometimes t h roug h  
n egotiation a n d  s o  on ,  g ives better hol iday pay than 
private employers do, etc., etc., etc. - a l l  of the n uan
ces that go i nto employment. I wou l d  l i ke to see the 
totality of that f igure in order that we, along with the 
mem bers of the g overnment who are apparently mak
ing this comparison,  wi l l  have some idea as to the 
question of costs, say, as between contract ing  this 
professional service from private audit  f irms or  having  
i t  done i n-house as  seems to  be the des i re of the 
present govern ment. 

Now having said that, I realize, and the Provincial  
Auditor is here and he can correct the M i n ister or  
correct me i f  I 'm wrong t h roug h  the M i n ister, that i t  
has  been the practice of  the Government of  Man itoba 
for more years than I can remem ber, even in the t imes 
of the Schreyer Govern ment from '69-77 when there 
was a sh i ft away from the private audit ing f i rms and to 
have that work done i n-house, there was sti l l  the 
res idual  power on  behalf of the Provi ncial  Aud itor, 
which he should have, to farm out part icu lar  audits 
that he wanted to have done, i ndeed to the consterna
tion - i f  not the su rpris e - of one of the former M i n isters 
of F inance at a P u bl ic Accounts Committee Meet ing 
back in  '76 or '77. The present Provincial Auditor 
advised the then government that, of course, he  was 
farm ing  out certain work to be done, because that was 
the most eff ic ient way to do it and it had noth ing  to d o  
with the apparent desire of t h e  government n o t  t o  
have that k ind  of contract ing-out done. H e  was doing 
i t  out of a pure professional sense of gett ing  i t  done in  



the best way that was possib le  at the t ime and I pre
sume that he took costs i nto accou nt. 

I make i t  clear, M r. Chairman,  t hat I ' m  not mak ing 
any pitch for professional services, be they account
i ng,  be they legal, be they engineering, architectural 
or whatever, to be total ly farmed out. That has never 
been the case in Manitoba at all. The Provincial  Audi
tor, to the best of my k nowledge, going back through 
people such as George I l iffe and some of the d istin
g u ished predecessors of our  present Provincial Audi
tor, always had a fair amount of leeway and a fai r  
amount o f  determinat ion that they could make on  
their  own,  u n e n c u m bered, if I may say so ,  by the  
pol it ical  b iases of the govern ment of  the day to do 
what was best i n  terms of the Provincial Auditor's job.  

The P rovincial Auditor, after a l l ,  is not respo ns ible 
to the G overment of the Day. He and his staff are 
responsib le to th is Legislatu re and that being the 
case, rather than have a government make a determi
nation based u pon its cu rrent and somet imes u nex
plainable bias agai nst professional  f i rms on the o ut
side helpi n g  the Provincial  Aud itor in the massive job 
that he  has,  I th ink i t 's  more i m portant that th is Legis
lature be seized of all of those facts, because it is the 
Provincial Auditor answers to this Legislature, not to 
the c u rrent M i n ister who is  answeri ng  on  h is  behalf, 
not to the M i n ister of F i nance, not the Premier of the 
Day, whoever he may be, but to this Legis lat u re and, 
i ndeed, the legislat ion estab l ish ing  the office of the 
Provincial  Auditor makes h is posit ion semisacrosanct 
in the sense that he  can n ot be d ismissed by the Gov
ernment  of the Day. I t  requ i res a two-thirds vote of th is 
Legislature. So when a deter m ination is made by a 
govern ment - and al l  govern ments are transient, and 
no one is  i n  a better posit ion to state that axiom than 
perhaps myself and my successor who wil l  f ind that to 
be the case - all govern ments are transient, and these 
determi nations about audit ing which goes to the heart 
really of what Parl iament is al l  about. 

You've heard me say on so many occasions what I 
believe to be the case, that Parl iament is about the 
vot ing  of s u pply. I f  you d idn 't have s u pply to vote, you 
wou l d n't have as much of a need for Parl iament 
because you're tak ing  money from people, from the 
taxpayers, and you're acti ng  as a temporary trustee, 
government is, to make s u re that money is  properly 
spent on behalf of the taxpayers. 

It is  the job of the Aud itor to ensure through h is  own 
staff and through the staff that he is  able to h i re from 
professi onal audit f irms in the Provi nce of Man itoba, 
that this job is being properly done.  That's why his job  
is so  key. That is  why h is  job  is  put  beyond the tran
sient whims and somet imes the m ischievous desires 
of govern ment to change people around and so on .  

He reports to us,  to a l l  57 of us, and before he  makes 
any fundamental c hanges in the method by wh ich he 
carries out his statutory responsi b i l ity. I merely feel 
that it is i n c u m bent u pon the tem porary Government 
of the Day to report as to whether or  not the Aud itor is 
satisfied with th is  procedu re. I ndeed, in Pub l ic  
Accou nts Committee we can  question the Aud itor 
personal ly and - to put it i n  street parlance, M r. Cha i r
man - he doesn't have to g ive a t in ker's damn l iterally 
about the part icu lar b ias of a govern ment of the 
m o ment. He has the statutory respons ib i l ity to carry 
through and I merely want to ensure that when the 
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mem bers of the government say that their  o n ly con
cern in matters of this sort is cost effectiveness and 
havi ng,  as I do,  a wel l-known view about how the 
part icular variety of N DPer that gets i nto government 
i n  th is province k nows very l ittle about cost effective
ness, when that k ind  of statement is made I want to 
l ook i nto it. As one member of this H ouse, I want to 
l ook  at it pretty carefu l ly ,  because I am not in the habit 
of going out and aski n g  the arsonist to tell me how to 
put out the fi re; I am not in the hab it of leaving the fox 
in charge of the ch icken coop. That's why the Aud i
tor's job  is extremely i m portant and why we m u st be 
satisfied, each of us ,  each of the 57 mem bers of this 
H ouse, that what is  being served here is the pub l ic  
in terest, not  the part icu lar m ischievous whi m  or ant i  p
rofessional att itude that may have been carried for
ward from one or more M i n isters of a previous reg i me. 
I am very fam i l iar with those attitudes and with the 
ant iprofess ional b ias that obtains  i n  one or two 
mem bers of the present Treasury Bench which,  you 
k now, real ly does them no credit and does no service 
to the publ ic i nterest of Manitoba. 

So when the statement is  advanced that cost effec
tiveness is the on ly test with respect to whether private 
auditors are able to be used by the Provincial  Auditor 
with respect to outside audits, then I t h i n k  we have to 
put that statement to the test. I , as one member of the 
H o use, want to see al l  the facts and the f igures that 
th is  govern ment has in its possession before it makes 
any radical c hange in the audit ing practice of the 
Provin ce of Manitoba. 

2813 

I say that because the audit ing practice of the Prov
i nce of Manitoba is  not u n iq ue. All other govern ments 
in Canada, save perhaps - and I don't know th is for a 
fact - but  save perhaps with other aberrat ions that 
occur i n  provinces l i ke Saskatchewan or B .C.  where 
they from t ime to time have social ist governments that 
tend a bit ,  regrettably, to be somet imes ant iprofes
sional .  A l l  of the other normal provinces in Canada 
inc lud ing  Manitoba up u nt i l  the 30th of November, 
1 98 1 ,  had a mix of private auditors assist ing the P ubl ic 
Auditor, to the best of my k nowledge and i nformation .  
In  fact, the Federal Government d oes, accord i n g  to 
my in formation, much the same th ing .  

So what we are merely t ry ing to  d o  is to  determine,  
M r. Chairman,  that the suggest ion that has already 
been made in this H ouse by one or  two of the M in is
ters, actuated apparently by some of the funny ideas 
that flew about in the Schreyer years, we should f ind 
out that the audit ing practices of the P rovi ncial Audi
tor are to h is  satisfaction ;  that the f igu res that are 
being used to justify the al leged cost effectiveness of 
do ing the bus iness i n-house are real f igures and that 
they account  for the totality of costs of h i ri n g  extra 
staff. I say that, of cou rse, because my honourable 
fr iends opposite have th is  penchant for bu i ld ing  up a 
b ig centra l ized b u reaucracy; that is part of their  i deol
ogy and they're entitled to it. But d u ring  the brief t ime 
that they're i n  office, we don't have to be i nfl icted with 
al l  of the errors of their ideology, part icu larly, M r. 
Chairman,  when it comes to someth ing  as fu ndamen
tally i m portant as the audit. 

Now, the other point  I mentioned, which is  axio
matic, which I have heard the Provincial Auditor state 
on different occasions.  is th is, and it's so apparent that 
i t  shou ldn 't have to be stated, but apparently i t  does 
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for the benefit of some of my honourable friends 
opposite. One of the advantages of havin g  an outside 
audit is  that you br ing to the books of the Crown 
corporation or of government that k i nd of exposure to 
the private sector that people in the outside practice of 
accountancy have. I n  other words, they can br ing an 
experience to the wor k  of government audi t  that they 
g lean in their  day-to-day operations from doing the 
books of outs ide companies and seei ng  what the d if
ferent account ing practices are. They are u p-to-date 
i n  every respect. This is in no way, by any sense of 
i mplication or i nn uendo or anyth i n g  else, any crit i
cism of the Provincial Auditor or  of his staff. I am s u re 
he agrees with this.  What it does br ing is an enrich
ment of the kind of job that he  and h is staff can do with 
that k i nd of i njection of outside private-sector expe
rience being brought to bear upon the books of the 
Crown corporations of th is province and,  indeed, of  
some of the departments of th is  province i f  the need 
should arise. 

Now I have heard that argument advanced by many 
people and it's an argu ment that I know is n ot in 
d isfavour with the Prov incial Aud itor. I merely put i t  i n ,  
n o t  because i t  is  germane to t h e  question o f  cost, b u t  
because it is  a factor that bears upon t h e  practice that 
is fol lowed i n  most other j u risdictions of us ing fai rly 
generously the o utside services of private auditors for 
the benefit of the publ ic. I t  hasn't got a heck of a lot to 
do with cost effectiveness, because the cost effective
ness is  practical ly taken for granted in the sense that 
the services that are offered by d ifferent audit ing f irms 
i nc lude al l  of the housing costs, al l  of the pay costs, al l  
of the pension costs, a l l  of the other costs that f irm 
m ust bear,  so l hat the taxpayers of Man itoba don't 
have to bear it on a contin u i ng basis. 

So without try ing  to make the fu l l  and complete 
argu ment that should n't have to be made in a com
monsense Legislature with respect to a practice that is 
fol lowed in m ost other civ i l ized j u risdictions in the 
wor ld ,  I merely ask my honourable friend ,  the M i n is
ter, M r. Chairman, to ensure that on the question of 
cost effectiveness we be g iven the totality of the costs 
that are i nvolved with respect to the h i ring ,  in th is 
instance, of 1 O new aud itors, al l  of the matters that I 
have mentioned before inc luding the cost of the ir  offi
ces, their secretarial staff, the pension benefits, the 
whole shooti ng  match so that we can be i n  a position 
to make some k ind  of an assessment based upon the 
al leged reason for mak ing the changes put forward 
from time to time by the government benches. 

HON. B .  URUSKI: I am advised by the P rovi ncial Aud
itor, to the Leader of the Opposit ion,  on  the specific 
question of cost. The d i rect salary costs and an addi
t ional 25 percent onto the d irect salary costs that are 
provided wou ld cover all the costs deal ing  with pen
sions, hol i day pay, in terms of the staffing  costs 
related to audit ing.  With respect to furn iture and office 
space, the Provi ncial Auditor occupies space with in  
th is  bu i ld ing ,  those costs I wou ld  not  have inc luded, 
the costs of provid i ng the furn iture and the space 
with in  the offices. 

Mr. Chairman,  the Leader of the Opposit ion ind i 
cated that i t  is  a worthwhi le  exercise. You know, I 
th ink  he should recal l when h is  govern ment made the 
c hange, the transition i nto both publ ic and private 

auditors, and when they moved to the private auditors, 
how it was done. Without ask ing  for proposals there 
was a d i rective g iven, on the basis of government 
pol icy, that th is  f i rm shal l  be the f i rm that wi l l  be do ing  
the audit on  this agency. 

The Leader of the Opposition should also recal l ,  I 
g ive h i m  one specific example, and there are others I 
bel ieve, b ut the one that I am most fam i l iar with was 
the audit  of the Man itoba P u bl ic  I ns u rance Corpora
t ion.  The cost of that audit, and here is  where one can 
get i nto the arg u ment of the scope and the addit ional 
cost that m ight be u ndertaken, but the cost of the 
audit went from - I go from memory - from $38,000 
went up to, I bel ieve, $68,000 in one fel l  swoop in terms 
of that audit. That audit was previously done by the 
Provincial Auditor and al l  the costs wou l d  have been 
passed on to the corporat ion.  I 'm assum i ng that i n  
terms o f  the costs that wou l d  have been assessed to 
those agencies, woul d  have been those that I i nd i 
cated a d i rect salary cost plus  25 percent, wou l d  be  
the  way the agencies have been b i l led. What wou ld n't 
have been b i l led to the agencies woul d  be what a 
normal  markup or profit woul d  be i n  terms of that 
agency,  normal office rental space per auditor and 
secretarial ,  not secretarial help but deal i n g  with office 
space that wou l d  be req u i red. Those wou l d  not have 
been charged to those agencies. But on  purely cost 
effectiveness, in terms of, and on ly i f  one is  an  auditor 
could be able to g ive the precise answer, i f  the scope 
of the audit  was s i mi lar from one year to the next, i n  
terms o f  t h e  way t h e  audit  is  being conducted, then 
one has the meas u rement of whether or n ot there is  a 
d i rect comparison ,  and that has to be taken i nto 
account i f  there is go ing to be a change as wel l .  As to 
whether there is a change in scope of the audit that is 
to be u ndertaken, whether there are new methods, 
changes in operat ion as I u nderstand it, those k i nds of 
factors woul d  have to be taken i nto account with the 
change i n  audit. 
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I 've g iven the honourable member the way the Pro
vincial  Aud itor b i l ls the cl ients and the costs that are 
passed on. That analysis as wel l  will be made by the 
Treasury Board and by Cabi net as to when and how 
the Provi ncial  Auditor, and the t iming of those aud its 
will be transferred, or  not transferred. 

I n  the in terven ing t ime,  I u nderstand as wel l  that the 
Provincial Aud itor does, as the Leader of the Opposi
tion has pointed out, from time to time as necessary, 
contract or h i re i ndependent firms, private f irms to 
assist as the need arises in terms of the staff. I put 
down to the Leader of the Opposit ion one way of 
handl ing th is.  

There is another way; without even changing  the 
policies of how to handle the audits, the govern ment 
and the Legislative Assembly can say this is the 
Budget of the Provincial Auditor. Yet he wi l l  conduct 
a l l  the aud its, and if you don't provide the staff ing  that 
is requ i red to conduct those audits, there is no alter
native for the Provincial Auditor but to go to an  out
side firm and h i re it because if the audit has to be done 
and the funds, i n  terms of  staffi ng ,  are not  provided 
there is no  other recou rse but to go that route. I mean 
there's several ways of hand l ing  that. We have put it 
out front, in terms of saying those were the staff that 
were let go in terms of the sh ift that the government 
made at the point  i n  t ime that they made the shift. We 
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are say ing  that upon the review it appears on the 
recom mendation of the Provincial  Auditor that it wi l l  
req u i re the same a m o u nt of staff to do those audits, 
and when the analysis is  done at that poi nt in t ime,  
those changes wi l l  be made. 

H ON. S. LYON: Wel l ,  Mr .  Chairman,  I thank the M i nis
ter for the i nformation that he has been able to provide 
tonight ,  and I real i ze that the estimate that has been 
given to h i m  as we sit here tonight is  only a bal lpark 
est imate, and it's not the kind of defin itive est imate 
that I t h i n k  a Treasury Board or th is Legislature wou ld  
want to  act upon. 

We want to know the totality of the cost, and you 
can't get at the totality of the cost u n less you look at 
the cost of a ir  condit ion ing ;  the cost of heating ;  the 
cost of putt ing the l ights in the office; the total cost 
that is  attr i butable to keeping an aud itor; a profes
sional person on staff; secretarial ;  paper - the whole 
shooting match. You can take a stab at it, perhaps, and 
say 25 percent is  a good bal l park f igure; we want to 
see the f igures. I know that they're perhaps not avail
able ton i g ht, and I merely say to the M i n ister that 
before the Treasury Board arrogates u nto itself a 
decision to change a system which is applied i n  th is 
province for the better part of a 1 00 years, changed 
only d u ri n g  that b rief period from '69-77 when we had 
the f irst Mark One of a social ist government ;  before 
they change from n ormal ity back to abnormal i ty ,  let 
us get the f igures so that each of us  in this H ouse to 
whom the  Provi ncial  A ud itor m ust report, is seized of 
the f igures and can have our j u dg ment brought to 
bear on th is  matter j ust as wel l  as the mem bers of the 
Treasury Board. 

I say that, because governments - to repeat the 
axiom agai n - are transient creatu res, and transient 
creatures shou ld  never do i rrevers ib le  harm to institu
t ional ized systems that are there to protect the publ ic 
i nterest. I for one, Mr .  Chairman,  do not i ntend to 
stand id ly by i n  th is House,  and watch institutional
ized systems which have a proven worth for the publ ic  
i nterest, be changed,  sometimes for  the spoken rea
son of being cost effective but rather m o re often , I 
fear, to serve some k ind  of b l i nd  and primit ive preju
d ice of the transient Government of the Day. 

H O N .  B. U RUSKI: M r. Chairman,  I f ind the words of 
the Leader of the Opposit ion very hol low in terms of 
the comments that he is  mak ing about -( I nter
ject ion)- wel l ,  M r. C hairman,  the Leader of the 
Opposit ion m ight want to make any k ind  of comments 
he wants about my u n derstand ing  or  not u nderstand
ing ,  but I say that again that I f i nd  those com ments 
q u ite hol low in terms of h i m  now standing u p  in h is  
place, and yet when he  was the Premier of th is prov
i nce do ing ,  without  regard to the system that was i n  
place i n  terms - ( I n terjection)- wel l ,  M r. Chairman,  
he now cal ls it a transient system, the way he appointed 
the auditors without cal l i ng  for tenders, without quotes. 
He went and said,  "A" f i rm,  you are doing th is  - one 
cou l d  accuse the now Leader of the Opposition of 
clear pork-barrel l i ng  in terms of the audi ts that he 
al lowed by govern ment decree. I f  that isn't  a transient 
system that was brought in and clearly, Mr .  Chairman,  
he d i d  n ot even want to acknowledge that the costs, 
that the d irect costs of audi ts, and I gave h i m  one 

example -( In terjection)- wel l ,  M r. Chairman,  then 
let the honourable members show us how the M e m ber 
for Sturgeon Creek, who says i t  was not done that 
way. 

I want to know from the Leader of the Opposit ion 
how it was done; how d id  they appoint  those auditors 
and that they went out and said ,  " Provi ncial  Auditor, 
you no l on ger  need 10 staff, because by goverment 
pol icy, we are movi ng  to the private auditors and we 
appoint "A" f irm, "B"  f i rm,  "C" f i rm for these k inds of 
j obs." And, M r. Chairman,  talk about cost effective
ness, when an audit  overn ight practical ly doubles for 
one agency, how cost effective was that change and 
how cost effective were we? Were the people of Mani
toba to be wel l  served when they paid double? For 
what reason,  M r. Chairman ? I ' l l  te l l  you for  what rea
son.  To be able to tel l the people of Man itoba that 
we've red uced the n u m bers of civi l  servants i n  th is  
Province of Manitoba. For that  reason alone, Mr .  
Chairman,  because what we could do is  say that now 
we have less civi l  servants but we are paying  for them 
t h rough the n ose by havin g  outs ide contracts t h rough  
a scheme of pork-barrel l i ng ,  M r. Chairman,  not h i n g  
else but. 

So, M r. Chairman,  let the Leader of the Opposit ion 
not stand i n  h is  place here th is  even ing  and tel l  us  how 
cost effective h is  adm i n istration was i n  terms of how 
they handled the audit ing.  That is only one example, 
M r. Chairman,  of how they've handled the C ivi l  Ser
vice i n  the Province of Manito ba. That was the game 
that was played; a pure shel l  game; a n u m bers game. 
B ut ,  M r. C hairman, obviously it d id n't work. It d id n't 
work and people d i dn 't bel ieve h i m  that they were, i n  
fact, savin g  money because they knew that i t  d i d  and I 
gave h i m  one example. I wou ld have to go through the 
f igures - the one example that I know for certain and 
they admit  i t ,  M r. Chairman,  that it wou ld cost m o re. 
What d i d  we gain by those additional costs? 

So, Mr. C hai rman, I say again, I f ind the words of the 
Leader of the Opposit ion q u ite hol low when he  tries to 
make a case and stand in this Assem bly and ind icate 
that we want to exam ine the records of what the gov
ernment is  do ing in this area, because governments 
are only transient and the system that was in place for 
eight years is only an aberration and we want to go 
back to the transit ional ,  tradit ional  system in th is  
province. 
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M r. Chairman, in the last 12 years, who has been the 
aberrat ion? M r. Chairman , it has been the Conserva
tive party s ince, in the last decade, in the last decade
and-a-half we wi l l  see who has been the aberrat ion.  
We wi l l  see,  M r. Chairman,  and frank ly speak ing -
( I n terjection)- oh yes, the Honourable M e m ber for 
Pembina i n dicates "yo u  bet we wi l l . "  Wel l ,  Mr .  Cha i r
man,  absolutely we wi l l .  The people of Man itoba have 
j u dged; they've j udged you r admin istrat ion - the one
term ad m i n istration and they wi l l  j udge again.  There is 
j ust no  doubt about that. 

H O N .  S. LYON: Well, M r. Chairman,  I want to thank 
the M i n ister for mak ing the level of contribut ion to this 
debate that we have come to expect from h i m .  I t 's  
obviously pointless i n  pursu ing  further questions with 
one so cynical and one with so l ittle u n derstand ing  of 
how professional  services are obtained and so I ' m  not 
going to waste my t ime, or  the t ime of the H ouse in 
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t ry ing  to get b l ood out of a stone or  i nformation out of 
this M i n ister. 

I merely serve n ot ice that we will want to see in th is  
H ouse and he can g ive it to h is  colleague, the M i n ister 
of F inance or  whomever, the facts and the fig u res 
upon which the Treasury Board of Manitoba makes 
any determination with respect to return ing to the 
rather abnormal system that the NOP established in 
th is provi nce i n  1 969, 1 970. 

I can o n ly say for the record, without gett ing  i nto 
any of the detail at all , that of course professional 
people are n i ne t imes out of ten appoi nted without 
tender.  I f  my honourable friend k new anythi n g  about 
professional l ife he  wou l d  u n derstand why that is  the 
case and he wou l d  u nderstand as wel l ,  M r. Chairman, 
that one of the respons ib i l it ies, as I u nderstand it, of 
the Provincial Aud itor was to negotiate the price of the 
fee that the auditors from the outside wou l d  charge. 
My honourable friend will perhaps be u naware of that 
k i nd of information but I 've put it on  the record merely 
for the sake of those who do better u nderstand what 
we're talk ing  about. 

It 's not my purpose in rais ing this point  to get i nto a 
long d iatribe about , transient governments or any
th ing  of that nat u re at a l l .  But I merely say again to my 
honourable fr iends that they need not th ink ,  d u ri n g  
t h e i r  a l l  too short term of office, that they wi l l  be 
making any fundamental changes to the i nstitutions 
of th is  provi nce without hear ing from th is  s ide of the 
House. 

I need not rem i n d  the M i n ister in question that it was 
the previous government that gave th is  provi nce the 
greatest accountab i l ity, i n  terms of q uarterly reports 
of the f inancial  statements, which were supported by 
the P rovi ncial Auditor. I t  was the previous govern
ment which acted upon the recommen dations of the 
Provi ncial  Aud itor with respect to the combin ing  of 
the accou nts of current and capital, because the P ro
vi ncial  Auditor had been saying to the previous gov
ern ment that he  real ly could n't tel l .  He put a footnote 
in his Annual Report each year. He couldn't say how 
m uc h  was capita l ,  how much was current because 
f l im f lammery cou l d  go on  with respect to items bei ng  
charged against capital accou nts when they shou ld  
really be current accounts. So i t  was o u r  govern ment 
agai n that went along with the recom mendation of the 
Provi ncial  Auditor, not o n ly with respect to accou nta
bi l ity, but with respect to the method of presentat ion 
of the Estimates which,  by the way, pol itical ly is not as 
good. It was n ot as good for o u r  govern ment and 
certa in ly is not as good for my honourable friends 
opposite as the previous method, because you could 
h ide th ings i n  Capital and that's precisely what they 
were doing .  But it is better in the publ ic interest that it 
be done t h is way, and i f  my honourab le friends - and I 
say th is  i n  the absence of the M i n ister of F i nance, 
who's apparently accord i n g  to the newspaper, 
spreading his g reat wisdom with respect to hydro
electric energy somewhere in Cal iforn ia ton ight -
( I nterject ion)- no,  I don't object to it at a l l .  I just make 
mention of the fact that the M i n ister is  not here and my 
com ments are d i rected part icularly to the M i n ister of 
F i nance that any suggest ion of change, any sugges
tion that he makes of trying  to change the method of 
account ing which is now in place in this province 
wh ich fol lows, I th ink ,  the method of acco u nt ing  that 

is used not only by the Federal Government, but by at 
least six o r  seven of the other provinces, if n ot more 
than that of Canada, wi l l  be met with the same k ind  of 
resistance that we wi l l  meet with any other attempted 
badgerin g  of the fundamental i nstitutions of th is  prov
i nce by those who are temporarily in office. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M i n ister of Natu
ral Resources. 

HON. A. MACKLING: M r. C hairman,  I want to add a 
few remarks i n  th is  debate to i nd icate my concern 
about the tenor of the Leader of the Opposit ion's 
remarks. I admire the Leader of the Opposition i n  the 
manner i n  which he  speaks. He speaks wel l ;  he  argues 
wel l ,  but he destroys h is arg u ment by argu ing  so 
completely one-sided and inc lud ing  i n  that argu ment 
the use of u n necessary vitr iol ic,  u nnecessary partisan 
trigger words that add noth ing ,  Mr. C hairman,  to the 
otherwise l ogic of an  argu ment he's present ing.  I ,  M r. 
Chairman, want to indicate that the Honou rable Leader 
of the Opposit ion presents a logical argu ment, but it is 
so completely one-sided. 

To be fair to this institution, you have to consider 
the value  of the Provi ncial Auditor's role to th is i nstitu
tion and to the publ ic .  You k now, i f  you were to fol low 
the l og ic  of the Leader of the Opposit ion,  you woul d  
expect a t  least some of t h e  large private corporations 
i n  t h is province to be fair to cal l u po n  the Provi ncial  
Auditor or  some publ ic auditor for which they had no 
contro l  to audit  the books of the private corporation 
because that, in essence, is what he's saying .  You 
should have a check,  a balance. Now, the s hare
holders of large corporations don't have the priv i lege 
of cal l i ng  upon the P u bl ic Aud itor, someone who is 
appoi nted and he  has ten u re to check on  their own 
auditors of their  private company, but  that's the k i nd 
of logic he's suggest ing ,  that you shou ld have some 
measure of th is i n  society. 

The arg u ment he's advancing really is  that you can't 
trust pub l ic  institutions. You have to have private insti
tutions to be a check on them and that's the phi lo
sophy that u nderl ines the concern and the negative 
attitude of the Leader of the Opposit ion.  He is  n ot 
pro- government. He has, through h is  ad m i n istrat ion,  
been anti-government and the admin istrative mecha
n isms of this institution are real ly not all that enthusi
astically endorsed by him and so the Provi ncial Audi
tor is  government;  less govern ment,  more i n  the 
private sector. That's the phi losophy of the Leader of 
the Opposit ion,  but that ind icates a basic d istrust of 
this i nstitution and a basic d istrust of the role of the 
Provi ncial Auditor. 

I th ink  that ,  s u re, there may be a role for private 
audit ing and that happens. I don't th ink  that in the l ife 
of this govern ment or in any successive government, 
al l  aud its wi l l  be done 1 00 percent by the Provincial 
Auditor because that may j ust not be practical or  pos
si b le, but the i dea of having  Crown corporations who 
are control led by the people, contro l led by th is  Legis
latu re, accou nted for and aud ited by a servant of th is  
Legislatu re, that makes sense phi losophically, logi
cally, accou ntable here. That's the way the system 
should operate. 
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I am not saying it should be excl usive, but the Hon
o u rable Leader argues so much for private enterprise 
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and against govern ment. That's what is the u nderl in
ing premise of h is  phi losophy; i t 's negative to him to 
have to accept a greater role for government in society 
and that's his problem. I am sorry he  has such a prob
lem phi losophical ly. 

HON. S. l YON: M r. Chairman,  on  the comments of 
the M i n ister of Natu ral Resources, I 'm sure that he  is  
aware as I am aware, my u nderstand ing - I haven't 
cracked the statute recently - that regardless of 
whether the actual mechanics of the audit are done by 
X f i rm,  Y f i rm or  Z f i rm,  the Provi ncial Auditor st i l l ,  
accord ing to my u nderstand ing ,  is  responsible for 
that and reports to th is  Legislature. Real ly,  al l  you are 
talk ing  about in terms of this rather odd d igression 
that was made by the Mem ber for St. James or  the 
M i n ister of Resources, is real ly my honourable friend 
is  arg u ing  against the proposit ion that the Provi ncial 
Aud itor should be able to h i re outside hands to do a 
job for which u lti mately and statutori ly he is responsi
b le in any event. 

I have never heard this Provi ncial  Auditor argue 
agai nst that proposit ion.  In  fact, I put  the question to  
h i m ,  I t h i n k  it was i n  the Pub l ic  Accou nts Comm ittee 
of 1 977 and the Hansard's there for checking - my 
memory is  as faulty as anyone else's - but my recollec
t ion of the  d iscussion with the present Provincial A ud
itor in that committee and that's perhaps where we 
shou ld  be tal k i n g  about th is because the P rovincial  
Aud itor there has a voice and can say, as he did in 
1 977, that he  had absolutely noth ing against private 
audits at all because that was extra help for h i m ,  that 
he and h is staff benefited from the addit ional expo
s u re that private auditors have to the private sector 
and that, i n deed, a part icular audit of one of the Crown 
corporations had been handed over by h i m  to a pri
vate auditor  because he thought that was the m ost 
efficient way to have it done at the t ime of the Schreyer 
Government. I daresay that my recol lection  again was 
that some of the M i n isters of the Schreyer Govern
ment were rather su rprised that the Provi ncial  Audi tor 
was using that k i nd of an approach because it made so 
m u ch sense. 

We have always, M r. Chairman,  had the m ixed sys
tem in Manitoba and what we are argu ing  about is 
degrees. We are n ot arg u ing  so m uch about ideology 
or  phi losophy about g overn ment or anyth ing  else. 
What we are arg u ing  about is  deg ree because it's 
always been a m ixed system. I t  is  true that normal 
n o nsocial ist govern ments in Canada tend to favou r  a 
g reater ut i l izat ion of professional outside f irms whe
reas socia l ist governments - and I suppose if I wanted 
to become i deological about th is - in service of their  
rather funny ideas of a b ig centralized g rowing 
bureaucracy which u lti mately wi l l  control  the whole 
world and the state and so on, want to -( I nter
jection ) - wel l ,  no,  I ' m  not gett ing  i nto that argument 
at a l l .  

I wish I could attr ibute this aberration to something  
that has  some basis i n  i ntel lect or  logic, rather than 
sheer prejud ice,  but a l l  I am say ing ,  M r. Chairman, is 
that my honourable friend is a b it  m ixed u p  on  i t  as 
wel l  because he talks about the private sector having 
access to the Prov i ncial Aud itor. Wel l ,  maybe i n  the 
great social ist state of a l l  social ist states someday that 
wi l l  come about where b ig  brother auditor  who is 

empl oyed by the Provi ncial or the Federal Govern
ment wi l l  have to pass j u dg ment upon al l  the books. 

I rather have the fee l ing  - and I can't speak for the 
Provi ncial Aud itor of Man itoba - I rather  have the 
fee l ing that the present Provi ncial  Aud itor has q u ite 
enough to do, thanks very much ,  and wou l dn't rel ish 
the thought, even though h is ideological transient 
masters, for the time bei ng,  might favou r  that k ind  of 
an  approach .  But what rather i ntr igued me, M r. 
Chai rman,  was the analogy that was d rawn by the 
M i n ister of Nat u ral Resources i n  saying that somehow 
or  other there's someth ing wrong with government. 
We're not saying that at al l .  

We value  and respect the office of the Provincial  
Auditor and we demonstrate it by g iv ing him a l l  of the 
extra tools that he can have i n  terms of the best people 
that he  can d raw i n ,  not necessari ly as b ureaucrats, 
but the best brain power that he can have access to 
right across th is province. I t  remi nds me and i t  doesn't 
any more astound me, although i t  used to, and I used 
to hear people such as the Member for St. J ames, the 
M in ister of Resources, argue in student parl iaments 
many more years ago than either of us wou ld l i ke to 
remem ber, h is  th ink ing  hasn't changed one bit .  Not 
one bit .  He has an absol ute misunderstanding of the 
private sector and the tests that he  applies are always 
amusing.  

Under o u r  corporate law, our  companies law i n  
Man itoba and i ndeed u nder the federal companies 
law as wel l ,  private companies are requ i red to have 
outside auditors. All large compan ies, med i u m  sized 
compan ies as wel l ,  especial ly pu b l ic  companies, do 
have their  i nternal audit ing staff and wouldn't  i t  be 
cozy i f  they could j ust do their  own books every year. 
But in the pu b l ic  in terest and for the benefit of share
h olders and for the benefit of seeing that th ings are 
properly run and even with th is  protection  in place, 
m i stakes occu r  and i nventories are overvalued and 
undervalued and so on  and so forth ,  but notwithstand
i n g  that, the law as it applies to the private sector is 
that private sector companies by the law passed by 
th is  Legislature are req u i red to have outside auditors 
-are requ i red by law. 
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My honourable friend is arg u i n g ,  I th ink ,  from a 
rather sticky wicket when he tries to say that al l  of the 
audits shou ld  be done i nternal ly by the Provi ncial  
Aud itor, even though that's not the most efficient way 
of do ing  it, and even though the private sector, M r. 
-( I nterjectio n ) - what point  of order? You haven't 
got a poi nt of order. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: O rder please. O rder please. O rder 
please. 

The Honourable M i n ister of Natural  Resources on a 
point  of order. 

HON. A. MACKLING: The honourable member  is 
i mply ing to me that I have stated a set of facts which I 
have not. I have not i n dicated that a l l  audits m u st be 
done by the Provi ncial  Aud itor, n ot at al l .  You see, the 
honourable member wants to get i nto this phi losophic  
trap that he  puts h i mself i n ,  that everyt h i n g  has  to be 
black and white and that's not the case. -(I nter 
ect ion)- Wel l ,  I did not say that all audits had to be 
done by the Provincial Auditor. 
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M R .  CHAIRMAN: I do not bel ieve the Honou rable 
M i nister had a point of order. H owever. he  wil l feel 
better; he has clarified the record. 

The Honourable Leader of the O p position.  

HON. S. LYON: A di fference of op in ion is  not a point 
of order,  M r. Chairman.  I ' m  g lad that you.  as a new 
member  of the H ouse, have come to u nderstand that. 
My honourable friend and I will always have a d iffer
ence of op in ion unt i l  he comes to h is  senses. but that's 
not my problem; that's his problem. All that I'm saying .  
M r. C hairman . is  that  I found h is  analogy a rather odd 
one in  that he  is p repared as a member  of t h is Legisla
ture. as i ndeed we a l l  are, to support a law wh ich  
makes one test for al l  private compa.nies i n  Manitoba. 
but on  the other hand. he and his col leagues tempor
ari ly i n  office. are say ing  that the same people that we 
forced by law to do the audit  of private companies 
shou ldn't be he lp ing the Provi ncial Auditor of Mani
toba to do the pu b l ic  audit .  Now. i f  you can f ind any 
l ogic.  i f  you can f ind any inte l lectual persuasion in 
that posit ion.  then it escapes me. but I t h i n k  the point 
has been made even to the point  where perhaps the 
M i n ister u nderstands it .  so I have noth ing  more to say 
except th is :  that we want the f igures. We want the 
f igures that are used before any change is  made from 
the ut i l izat ion by the Provincial Aud itor of outside 
f irms. 

MR. CHAIR M A N :  5 . ( a) -pass - the H o n ou rab le  
Member  for  Springfield.  

M R .  A. ANSTETT: M r. Chairman.  I 'm wondering if the 
M i n ister would also be prepared when he  provides the 
information that the Honourable Leader of the O ppo
sit ion has requested. to prepare com parative in forma
tion for the years i m m ediately after the changing gov
ern ment in 1 977 showing the costs of the staff versus 
the costs of the new audits and also provide i nforma
tion on  how those aud its were awarded and whether 
or  not any proposals were made i n  terms of those 
awards when he provides that in formation. 

MR. CHAIR M A N :  5 . ( a) -pass - the H o n ou rable 
M in ister. 

HON. B.  U RUSKI: Yes. Mr. C hairman, I would th inK  
that we shou ld  be able to  provide al l  that in formation. I 
repeat to the Leader of the O pposit ion as well that we 
w i l l  try and have an assessment made in terms of the 
other costs deal i n g  with office and furniture. but i n  
terms o f  the f igure that I gave h i m  with respect t o  staff. 
is the f igure that has been widely accepted and has 
been presented to me. It isn't  my f igu re. It is the f igure 
that is used for accou nt ing pu rposes by the P rovincial 
Auditor and that is  the normal f igure that is attri buted 
to al l  staff ing costs. the additional office costs. and it is 
by O rder-in-Counci l  and that in formation will be 
made avai lable. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Leader of the 
O pposition. 

HON. S. LYON: I 'd l ike to thank the M i n ister. M r. 
Chairman.  and without cast ing any aspersions o n  the 
bal l park f igure of 25 percent, the f igures I 'm aski n g  for 

are the real actual f igures, not the bal l park f igures. 

HON. B. URUSKI:  To the best of o u r  ab i l ity. we'l l  try 
and provide them for you 

M R .  C H A I R M A N :  5 . ( a ) - p a s s ;  5 . ( b )  O t h e r  
Expenditures-pass. 

Please see items u n der  Resolut ion No. 2 - Therefore 
be it resolved that there be g ranted to H er Majesty a 
s u m  not exceedi n g  $2,044,800 for Legislation, Provi n
cial Auditors's Office. for the fiscal year end ing the 
31  st day of March. 1 983. 

Item No. 6. O m budsman.  6. (a)  Salaries-pass; 6. ( b) 
Other Expenditu res-pass. 

P lease see items to be considered under Resolut ion 
No.  3 - Therefore be it resolved that t here be g ranted 
to Her Majesty a s u m  n ot exceedi n g  $206,600 for Leg
islat ion.  O m budsman.  for the fiscal year end ing the 
31  st  day of March,  1 983-pass. 

R eso l u t i o n  No. 4. the  E lectoral O ffice. 7 . ( a )  
Salaries-pass. 

7 . (b )  Other Expenditures - the  H onourable M e m ber 
for V irden.  

M R .  H. GRAHAM: M r. Chairman.  deal ing with the 
office of the Chief Electoral Office. I think perhaps this 
is  probably the year in w hich because an election was 
rather fresh in our m i n d .  we should be considering the 
electoral procedu res and considering the possib i l ity 
of any change or point ing out some of the weaknesses 
that appear to have been prevalent d u ri n g  past 
elections. 

2818 

I refer specifically. M r. C hairman. to the problems 
that seem to have occu rred i n  the operat ion of the 
Chief Electoral Office with the payment of pol l  clerks. 
deputy return ing officers and rentals of various hal ls 
for the  conduct of the pol l .  I t  wou ld appear from my 
recol lection  that there was q u ite a bit of  a holdback i n  
t h e  actual office o f  t h e  Chief Electoral Office where 
they checked and double-checked every set of f igures 
before they were put forward for payment.  Then.  I 
believe. after they had been c hecked and double
checl<ed there. those f igures were then put forward 
and were checked and double-checked before they 
were approved for payment. The result was that there 
was a time lag of six,  seven. eight weeks and in some 
cases even longer before legit imate accou nts were 
left u npaid.  I bel ieve that. as a result  of that. I t h i n k  
there s h o u l d  b e  an in ternal review probably taken o f  
methods of speed i n g  u p  t h e  payment of q u ite n ormal 
election expenses. I k now it would leave the citize n ry 
of the province m uch happier. I k now i n  my own per
sonal case. I had n u merous telephone cal ls from peo
ple wondering when they were going to get paid.  

I t h i n k  that this is  a g ood t ime now. whi le these 
th i ngs are sti l l  fresh in our m inds, to cause a review to 
be made in the office of the C h ief Electoral Officer 
probably by h i mself and two or  t h ree other probably 
i ndependent people. to see i f  there isn't some way of 
streaml in ing  the payment of electoral expenses that 
are q u ite legit imate and do cause an em barrassment 
to a n u merous amount of people i n  the province. w hen 
there seems to be no logical reason for  ho ld ing  u p  the  
payments. 

HON. B. U RUSKI: M r. Chairman,  I have to tell the 
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honourable mem ber that there were problems and 
even I happen to have been o n  an open- l ine  radio 
program i n  the City of B randon when cal ls of that 
nature, deal i n g  with expenses which were not paid; 
th is  was, I bel ieve, in the month of January or  Febru
ary. There were delays in pay ments. Part of it ,  as I 
understand it, was the problem that exists, I th ink ,  i n  
every elect ion w here a n u m ber  o f  t h e  people that are 
h i red are h i red basically off the street. As wel l ,  I 
bel ieve the system that was set u p  i nternally was to try 
and deal with certai n seg ments of the bi l ls  that were 
there and i f  there were problems the whole batch of 
them were being  held.  

Those k in ds of reviews, I agree, should be under
taken to see whether or not the poss ib i l ity of even 
havi ng  someone fu l l-time assigned from a department 
in terms of account ing persons to oversee that the 
payments are made as they come i n ,  rather than wait 
unt i l  there is  a whole host of payments come in and 
then the payouts made on that basis. But, there is  no 
doubt about it ,  that there were problems for several 
months i n  terms of payments not being  made. 

M R .  H. G RAHAM: Mr. C hairman,  I believe that maybe 
there was too conscious an effort bei ng  made to make 
s u re that al l  the checks and balances were in place. I 
bel ieve the same accounts were c hecked and double
checked, not once, twice, but probably three and four 
ti mes by var ious steps before i t  got to the f inal pay
ment.  I would hope that there is  room to remove some 
of those, what I cal l  repetitive steps, and expedite the 
payment of the accounts so that the citizenry doesn't 
suffer. 

M R .  C H A I R M AN :  T h e  H o n o u rab le  M e m b e r  for 
M i nnedosa. 

MR. D .  BLAKE: I j ust wondered i f  the M i nister might  
confi rm to the H ouse that those receivin g  late pay
ments, they were equal ly d istr ibuted between Con
servative workers and NOP workers. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M i nister. 

HON. B .  URUSKI:  Mr. Chairman,  to be q u ite specific, 
I don't k now; I can not answer that q uest ion.  I t h i n k  the 
question shou ld  be raised with his colleague, the 
Member for St. Norbert, who was the M in ister respon
si ble, I bel ieve, for br ing ing  in the legislation and it 
was your col leagues who had the authority for h i ri n g  
i n  terms of the staff f o r  the elect ion .  I honestly can't 
give h i m  that answer, but I bel ieve in terms of the 
problems of nonpayment, they were i n  many r id ings.  

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Leader of the 
O pposition.  

HON. S. LYON: J ust a couple of comments that I 
t h i n k  would not be inappropriate at th is t ime. I have 
part ic i pated as a candidate i n  six or seven general 
elect ions and one by-elect ion.  My com ment, which I 
have voiced to other mem bers of the Legislat u re s i nce 
the elect ion of last November, even though we were 
not terri bly pleased with the outcome of that elect ion,  
I m ust say that i n  my experience there certain ly came 
to my attention,  I can't speak for other mem bers of the 

House, as few complaints about the conduct of the 
e lect ion as any elect ion that I have every been 
i nvolved in. I t h i n k  that is  a tr i bute to the C hief Elec
toral Officer, to h is  staff, to the return ing officers 
whom the Chief Electoral Officer and his staff had an 
opportun ity to train before the elect ion and so on.  

I merely wish to put on  the record that i n  every 
election you have complai nts and some of them 
ser ious and legit imate complaints about people bein g  
left off t h e  e n u merator's l ist a n d  s o  o n ,  b u t  I m u st say 
that at least from my vantage point, that k ind  of 
mechanical complaint was at a m i n i m u m  this time and 
I merely want to put on  the record the fact that the 
C h ief Electoral Officer, his staff, the return ing  officers 
deserve a nod of con g ratu lations for the good work 
that they did. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Sprin gfield.  

MR. A. ANSTETT: M r. Chairman, I wanted to r ise to 
concur i n  the remarks of the Leader of the O pposit ion,  
n ot because I share h is  lengthy experience i n  bei n g  a 
candidate i n  elections; i n  some ways, I am very g lad I 
don't share that experience, but I certain ly was 
i mpressed with the admin istration of the election and 
having some experience in  that f ield,  I can say that n ot 
on ly was the elect ion very wel l  ad min istered, and 
g reat credit  shou ld  go to a relatively new staff without 
a g reat deal of experience, who performed very wel l  
u nder very d ifficu lt  circumstances considering  the 
relative newness of the statute and the many changes 
that were made i n  the statute. 

I t h i n k  also a substantial amount of credit has to go 
to the former Attorney-General ,  the Member  for St. 
Norbert, who p i loted t h roug h  one of the most tho
rou ghgoing c hanges i n  an Election Act i n  the h istory 
of th is  provin ce and m odern ized and updated a l ot of 
the th ings wh ich  had been creat ing the problems that 
the Leader of the O pposition refers to. So a substan
t ia l  amount  of the credit for the fact that the com
plaints were not there l ies with the former Attorney
General and the legislat ion he p i loted t h rough the 
H ouse. That does not i n  any way d i m i n ish  the wel l  
earned com p l iments that the Leader of the O pposition 
has made to the C h ief Electoral Officer and his staff 
because they, too, d id  an excellent job. 
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On the other question, M r. C hairman,  and I m u st say 
i n  most in those amendments on that Election Act 
were not o n ly supported by th is  s ide of the House, but 
th is  side of the H ouse made a contribution when they 
were in O p posit ion to the i mprov ing of that Act and 
making it the vastly i mproved veh icle that it is. 

With regard to the payment problem, M r. Chairman,  
I have to tel l the M em ber for V i rden and the Member of 
the Board of I nternal Economy, who is  deal ing  with 
these Esti mates tonight,  that I solved the problem that 
the Member for V i rden had very s i mply, by tel l i n g  h i m  
that t h e  adm i n istration o f  the elections had been i n  the 
hands of the previous government when I got com
plai nts about payment. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 7 . ( b) -pass - the Honourable M i n
ister of M u n icipal Affairs. 

HON. A. ADAM: M r. C hairman,  I j ust wanted to point  
out that we shou ld  be pay ing  more attent ion i n  regard 
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to pol l i n g  stat ions d u ring  the elections - any elections. 
I ' m  not s u re whether - that's been q u ite some t ime that 
we haven't paid too close attent ion to where we estab
l i sh  o u r  po l l ing  p laces and I noticed that i n  the Ste. 
Rose Constituency in the last elections that many of 
the po l l ing  stat ions were in b u i l d ings that had steps. 
There were very very few pol l i n g  stations that had a 
street entrance and th is  created a g reat deal of d iffi
culty for people who are handicapped; people who 
went down to vote on  wheelchairs.  

P lace after place, after pol l i n g  p lace, we found that 
older people had to c l i m b  two or t h ree steps to get i nto 
a pol l i ng  booth and I ' m  not leve l l i ng  that as a crit icism. 
I 'm j ust sayin g  that we should, when we d o  have elec
t ions,  ensure that the return ing  officers should be 
instructed, i f  at a l l  possi ble, to try and f ind po l l ing  
places that have street access. 

W h i le, in fact, there were provisions, Mr. C hairman, 
whereby the return ing officer, the deputy return ing 
officer could take the ballot box out on  the street to 
assist someone to vote on  the street, but  you k now, 
the question is ,  how about the handicapped person 
who comes to a po l l ing  stat ion on a wheelchair and it 
happened, M r. C haiFman;  i t  happened in Neepawa. 
I ' m  not sure whether it happened in any other place, 
but we do know that in one i n stance the person in a 
wheelchair got u p  to the po l l ing  stat ion and waited for 
some time and finally wheeled away. As a result of 
this ,  he lost h is  r ight to vote because he could n ot get 
i nto the pol l i n g  p lace. Had i t  been a street entrance, 
there wou ld have been no problem. I ' m  j u st not level
l i n g  any crit ic ism.  I ' m  j ust sayi ng  that in future elec
t ions that the return ing  officer shou ld be advised by 
the c h ief return ing officer, i f  at al l  possi ble, to try and 
have pol l i ng  places that have street access. 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: 7 . ( b )  - the Honourable Member for 
Virden. 

MR. G .  G RAHAM: J ust in case there cou l d  be an  
i mpression  left that I was be ing  crit ical of  the opera
tion of the C h ief Electoral Officer, I assure you I was 
not being crit ical of the activities of the Chief Electoral 
Officer in the conduct of the election at a l l .  

A l l  I was ask i n g  was that perhaps i n  the l i g ht of the 
experience, wh i le  i t 's  st i l l  fresh in  o u r  mind,  of what 
some of the complai nts that we have had b rought to 
our attent ion,  that we could look at possib le  ways of 
streaml in ing  the payment of accou nts after an elec
t ion so that the cit izenry of the provi nce doesn't have 
to wait too long to get their cheques. 

M R .  C H A I R M A N :  The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for  
Springfield. 

M R .  A. ANSTETT: M r. Chairman, I 'm pleased that the 
Honourable Member  for V i rden has clarified h is  
remarks and that he  is  now i nsisting  that the crit icism 
he was d i rectin g  was not at the bureaucracy for the 
way the elect ion was adm i n istered and the accou nts 
were handled, but rather of the government that 
adm i nistered and was responsible for that elect ion.  

MR. G .  G RAHAM: M r. C hairman,  I have always had a 
fa i r  degree of respect for the Honourable Member for 
Spri n gf ield,  but I have to tel l  you that is  rapid ly d i m i n-

ish ing .  It would appear that he has d ifficu lty u n der
standing or  maybe it's possi b le he  does have d iffic u lty 
with the hearin g  in the p lace. I would assume that it 
was probably difficu lty with the hearing .  

No,  M r. Chairman,  I am talk i n g  very specifically 
about the b ureaucracy that we apparently seem to 
have in place, whereby the accounts that have been 
approved for payment by the C h ief E lectoral Officer 
are then further scrut in ized, c hecked and double
checked; they are then approved for payment and 
then f u rther checked before the cheque goes out.  I 
th ink there is far too much  b u reaucracy between the 
Chief Electoral Officer's okay and the t ime that the 
cheque gets to the person who is  authorized to be the 
recipient. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 7 . ( b) -pass. That completes the 
items under Resolut ion No. 4. 

T herefore Be I t  Resolved that there be g ranted to 
Her Majesty a s u m  not exceeding $200, 1 00 for Legis
lation, Electoral Office, for the fiscal year end ing the 
3 1 st day of March, 1 983-pass. 

That c o m p l etes the  Esti m ates for Legis lat io n .  
Committee rise. 
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